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CIRCULAR 

The OM No. II12120 13 - IR (pt.) dated 14th August, 2013 regarding disclosure of 
personal information under the Right to Information Act, 2005 endorsed by the ICAR, 
New Delhi vide Endorsement F.No.(Admn.)1-12/2013-CR(A) & RTI dated 29.11.2013 is 
being uploaded in the Institute web site: www.cpcri.gov.in under link staff comer for 
information/reference. The said OM is also available in the ICAR Website
,,,,,,)',,Q,,,j, Thi, ro'y b, broogltt ","" "Ii".1 oo=m,d l 

(Jay~fM)~-
Administrative Officer & 

Chief Administrative Officer i/c 
Copy to: 

1. 	 The Head, CPCRI, RS, VittallKayangulam 
2. 	 The SIC/Officer ilc, CPCRI, RC, KiduIKahikuchilMinicoy 
3. 	 The Projeet Co-Ordinator(Palms), CPCRl, Kasaragod 
4. 	 The HOD,(PB & PHT)/Social Science/Crop Production/Crop Improvement/Crop Protection, 

CPCRI, Kasaragod. 
5. 	 The Public Information OfficerlAPIO, CPCRl, KasaragodNlittallKayangulam 
6. 	 The Transparency Officer, CPCRI, Kasaragod. 
7. 	 The Programme Co-Ordinator, KVK, CPCRl, Kasar'dgodlKayangulam 
8. 	 The Asst. Finance & Accounts Officer, CPCRI, RSlKayangulamNittal 
9. 	 The Finance & Accounts Officer, CPCRI, Kasaragod. 
10. Asst Adm. Officer (Estt.VEstt.IIIBilIs/StoreslEstatei Accounts), CPCRl, Kasaragod 
t.J....-'ftie Officer ilc of [nstitute web-site for uploading the above OM in the Institute web-site. 
12. 	Confidential SectionlPME 
13. The Secretary, IJSqStaff side), CPCRI, Kasaragod 
14. 	Technical Assessment file 
15. 	Institute web-site. 
16. Notice Board(GeneraVAdm.lFarm.) 
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RTf Matter 

q('(dlll ~ 3l1ii~n'1 q~qC: 

INDIAN COUNCIL OF AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH 


~ 1fiR : ~ ft;t;ft 

KRISHI BHAVAN : NEW DELHI 


F.No.(Admn.)1-12/2013 - CR(A)&RTI 	 Dated: November 29, 2013 

ENDORSEMENT 

Ministry of Personnel, PG & Pensions, Department of Personnel & Training, 
Government of India, New Delhi has issued O.M. No.ll/2/2013 - IR (pt.) dt. 14th 
August, 2013 regarding disclosure of personal information under the Right to 
Information Act, 2005. The Central Information Commission in one of its decisions 
has held that infonnation about the complaints made against an officer of the 
Government and any possible action the authorities might have taken on those 
complaints, qualifies as personal infonnation within the meaning of provision of 
section 8(1)0) of the RTI Act, 2005. 

The above mentioned O.M. is uploaded on the ICAR Website www.icar.org.in 
for information and guidartce to all concerned. 

~~~ 
(Namrta Sbarma) 

Deputy Secretary (Admn.) 
Tel. 011-23386087 

Distribution: 

I. The Directors/ Appellate Authorities! CPIOs/ APrOs 	of all ICAR Institutes! 
NRCs/ PDsI Bureaux/ ZPDs. 

2. 	All Appellate Authorities! CPIOs at rCAR Hqrs. 
3. Sr. PPS to Secretary (DARE) & DG, rCAR! PPS to AS(DARE) & Secretary, 

ICAR! PPS to AS&FA, DARElICARI PPS to Chairman, ASRB. 
4. ADG(PIM)! ADG(CDN)/ Proj. Dir.(DKMA), ICAR. 
5. All Officers/ Sections at ICAR Hqrs. at KB! KAB-I/ KAB-II1 NASC Complex. 
6. ARIC, ICAR for placing this circular under RTI Act on the Council's website. 
7. e-Office Notice Board. 
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No. 11J2flOI3-1R (Pt.) 

Government of India 


Ministry ofPersonnel. Public Grievances & Pensions 

Department of Personnel & Training 


North Block, New Delhi. 
Dated the 1'1 tb August. 2013 

OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

Subject: Disclosure ofpersonal information under the RTI Act, 2005. 

The CcnrraJ Infonnation Commission in one of its decisions (copy ellclosed) 
has held thaI infonnalion about the complaints made against an officer of tbe 
aovemment a..,d any possible action the authorities might have taken on those 
....omplaints. qualifies as personal infonnation within tbe meaning of provision of 
section 8 (1) (j) of the RTI Act, 2005. 

2. The Central lnfonnation Commission while deciding the said case has cited 

the decision of Supreme Coun of India in the matter ofGirish 1l Deshpande vs. ClC 

'Uld otbers (SLP (C) 00. 2773412012) in which it was held as under:· 


"The per/ormctnce oj an employee/Officer in an organisation is primarily a matler 
jelWeen the employee and the employer and normally those aspects art! goW/med by 
the .verv/ce r"lles which fall under rllt ./xpression per.wJnu,' in/ormation', the 
disclosure of tlhich has 'no relationship to uny puhlic actiVity or public interest. On 
(he other hmul. the disclosure of which could cause unwarranted invasion qf the 
priw:lcy of fha' individual." The Supreme Coun further held that such infonnntion 
could be disclosed only ifit would serve a larger public interest. 

3. This may be brought to tbe notice of all conceroed. 

Enel: As abov!. t11~1-~-"L 
(Malloj Joshi) 


Joint Secretary (AT&A) 

Tel: 2)093668 


i. 	All the Ministries I Departments of the Government of Jndia. 
2. 	 Union Public Service Commission ILok Sabha Secretariat! Rajya Sabha 

Secretariat Cabinet Secretariall Central Vigilance Commission! President's 
Seaetariat! Vice-Presidenfs SectetarlaV Prime Minister'S Office! Planning 
Commissi.)n/Election Commission. 

3. Cenual Inf,~rmation Commission! Stale lofonnation Commissions. 
4. Staff Selec::ion Commission. CGO Complex. New Delhi 
5. 	 010 the Clmptroller & Auditor General of India. 10, Bahadur Shah War Marg, 

New Delli" 
6. 	All office:>fDesks/Sections. DOP&T and Department of Pension & Pensioner< 

Welfare. 
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Central information Commission, New Deihl 


Fila No.ClCISM/AJ20131OOOO58 

Right to Information Act-20Q5-Undtf Stct!on (191 


2610612013Date of hewing 

Date of decision 26/0612013 

HalM ot the Appellant 	 Sh. Manol Arya, 
(BTl Activists and Social Worker) fr7, Sac· 

12, CPWD Flats, R K Puram, New Deihl 

-110022 

Name of the Public Authority 	 Central Public Information OffIcer, 

Cabinet Sacratarlat, 

(VIgilance & Complaint Cell), 2nd Floor, 

Sardar Patel ShaWan, New Dalhl-110001 

The Appellant was not present in spite of notice. 

On behalf of the Respondent, Shri M.P. Sajeevan, OS & CPIO was 

present. 

The third party, Shri S B Agnihotri, DG (DEF. ACQ) MoD was present. 

Chief Information Commissioner Shrl Satyananda Mishra 

2. We heard the submissions 01 both the respondent and the third party in 

the case. 

3. In his RTI application, the Appellant had sought the copies of the 

complaints made against the third party in the case and the details of the action 

taken including the copies of the enquiry reports. He had also wanted the 

copies of the correspondence made between the Cabinet Secretariat and the 

Ministry of Shipping in respect 01 the third party in the case. The CPIO after 

consulting the third party under Section 11 of the Right to Informalion Act, had 

CIClSMtN20131000058 



refused to disclose any such information by claiming that it was personal in 

nature and thus exempted under the provisions of section 8(1) U) of the Right to 

Information (RTI) Act. Not satisfied with this decision of the CPIO, the Appellant 

had preferred an appeal. The Appellate Authority had disposed of the appeal in 

a speaking order in which he had endorsed the decision of the ePlo. 

4. We have carefully gone through the contents of the RTI application and 

the order of the Appellate Authority. We have also considered the submissions 

of both the respondent and the third party in the case. The entire information 

sought by the Appellant revolves around the complaints made against an officer 

of the government and any possible action the authorities might have taken on 

those complaints. The Appellate Authority was very right in deciding that this 

entire class of information was qualified as personal information within the 

meaning of the provisions of Section 8 (I) OJ of the RTI Act. In this connection, it 

Is very ,pertinent to cite the decision of the Supreme Court of India in the SLP(C} 

No. 2n34 of 2012 (Glfish R Deshpande vs CIC and others) In which it has held 

that "the performance of an employee/Officer in an organisation is primarily a 

matter between the employee and the employer and normally those aspects 

are governed by the service rules which fan under the expression personal 

information, the disclosure of which has no relationship to any public activity or 

public interest. On the other hand, the disclosure of which could cause 

unwarranted invasion of the privacy of that individual.· The Supreme Court 

further held that such information could be disclosed only if it would serve a 

larger public Interest. The infQrmation sought by the Appellant in this case is 

about some complaints made against a government official and any possible 

action the authorities might have taken on those complaints. It is, thus, clearly 

the kind of information which is envisaged in the above Supreme Court order. 

Therefore, the information is completely exempted from disclosure under the 

provisions of the RTI Act which both the CPIO and the Appellate Authority have 

CIClS~JV2013JO00058 



rightly cited in their respective orders. 

5. We find no grounds to interfere in the order of the Appellate Authority. 

The appeal is rejected. 

6. Copies of this order be given free of cost to the parties. 

(Satyananda MJshra) 
ChIef Information Commissioner 

Aulhenticated true copy. Additional copies 01 orders shall be supplied against 
application and payment of the charges prescribed under the Act to the ePlo of this 
Commission. 

(ViJay Bhalla) 
Deputy RegIstrar 

CICr.s~AI20131OOO05a 
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1. 	~~ ~ <t; wiT ~ ~/ ~ ~ ~/ qR4)iiI'1l 
PI~~lIclq / ~ / atft<f qRmiil'1l PI~~lIcl11 <t; PI~~I(f) I 

2. 	~~ 31jfit1l'1 ~ ji!S4hiHl <t; wiT ~~/~ iiI'1~tl11 ~ I 
3.•. ~ ~ 1j61P1~~ICfi. mO~01l0 <t; ~ lmR f1'Gft Wr<r/ 3m' •. ~ ~ 
•• m01ilO3l'j01l0 cti lmR f.wtI ./ 3m' fi ~ f<m tlclltl(f)l'l (~ / 
moqz03l'jotJo) cti mTR f.wtI fi/ ih!~'1. 1ilO~O'qoi{o cti lmR f1'Gft fi I 

4. 	 1{1~cl'lll 31jtitll1 ~. cti fltllllCfi 1j61P1~~1(f) (!IT.arrt.~.)/ fH5111Cfi 'i61P1~~1(f) (WRflI)/ 
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