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INDIAN CENTRAL COCONUT COMMITTEE

FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT (st APRIL 1949 TO
31str MARCH 1950).

CHAPTER I.

This is the fifth annual report of the Indian Central Coconut
Committee and covers the year ending the 31st March 1950.

The (ommittee was set up in' February 1945 under the Indian
Coconut Committee Act (1944) and its functions include (1) the '
conduct of research-—agricultural, economic and technological—
for the improvement of the coconut and its products, (2) the
improvement of the marketing of coconuts and coconut products,
and (3) supply of information to departments of Governments, the
trade and the general public on all matters connected with the
coconut' industry.

The funds of the Committee are derived from the cess of
4 annas levied on every hundredweight of copra indigenous
or imported) crushed in the power mills coming under Section 2 of
the Factories Act. .

- o I. ADMINISTRATION.

During the year under report Sri K. Gopalan, M.A., B.Com.
(March'r), continued to function as the Committee’s Secretary.

II. PERSONNEL.

Under the Indian Central Coconut Committee Rules, members
of the Commuttee, other than ex officio members, hold office for three -
years from the Ist of April of the year in which they are nominated
or such lesser period as may be specified in the Government of
India’s notification announcing their nomination. A list of the
members of the Committee as on the 3lst March 1950 is given
in Appendix I. The composition of the various sub-committees
as it was on the same date is given in Appendix II.

Sardar Datar Singh, Vice-Chairman, Indian Council of Agri-
cultural Research, was ez officio President of the Committee
during the year and Sri K. P. Madhavan Nair, the elected
Vice-President, from 17th May 1949. The office of the Vice-
President was vacant from the 1lst April 1949 till the 16th May
1949 as Rao Sahib A. XK. Menon, who had been elected Vice-
President of the Committee for a period of twelve months from
the 1st May 1948, ceased to be a member of the Committee with
effect from the 1st April 1949 and therefore ceased to be its Vice-
President also from that date.
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- I1I. MEETINGS.

*The ninth and tenth meetings of the Committee were held
during the year, the former on the 17th and 19th May 1949 at
Bangalore, and the latter on the 22nd September 1949 at
Ernakulam. C

Sardar Datar Siﬁgh presided over both the meetings.

The ninth meeting (17th and 19th May 1949).

The ninth meeting of the Committee was held on the 17th
May 1949 fo elect the Vice-President and the sub-committees for
1949-50 and was adjourned to the 19th May to consider the
remaining subjects on the agenda.

In opening the proceedings of the meeting on the 17th May,
the President said that the meeting should, in the usual course,
have been held in the end of April, but due to circumstances
beyond control, 1t was not possible to hold it until then. Usually
the sub-committees met first and discussed their respective sub-
jects, and their reports afterwards came before the Committee,
but this time, since the term of the Vice-President as well as that.
of the sub-committees expired on the 1st of May 1949, it had
become necessary to meet first in full Committee and elect the
Vice-President and the various sub-committees for the year
1949-50. The sub-committees would in turn go through the
various items of the agenda and their r@ports would be discussed
in the full Committee on the 19th. :

Referring to the agenda, the President sai® that subject No. 13
relating to the distribution of seedlings of guaranteed quality
among coconut growers was of great importance, because so far
private nurserymen had not been able to sell dependable quality
seedlings and, therefore, the Committee had to fll in this gap in
collaboration with Provincial and State Governments by running
nurseries, which distributed as large a number of quality seed-
lings as possible. The Nursery Officers’ conference held in Feb-
ruary 1949 had recommended some targets of production and it was
gratifying that certain schemes based on those recommendations -
had been received and would be considered by the respective sub-
committees and then by the full Committee.

Another important subject on the agenda, the President obser-
ved, was the report regarding Travancore and Cochin of the
Special Officer for Regulated Markets for Copra. He was glad
to find that he had made out a strong case for setting up regulated.
markets for copra in the two States. It was to be hoped that
regulated markets would be set up in Travancore and Cochin at an
early date. S

The President commended to the special attention of the-
Committee the scheme far the correct estimation of the area and
.yield. statisties of-coconut as well as the proposal to make a film
on the coconut industry for propaganda purposes. : :
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Of the subjects considered at the adjourned meeting on the
19th May, one of the most important was the report of the ad hoc
sub-committee which had been set up at the eighth meeting to
report on the desirability of taxing edible copra, particularly
Mysore ball copra. The ad hoc sub-committee’s recommenda-
tion was that a cess at the rate of 4 annas per hundredweight
should be collecied through the customs, railway and other
authorities on all ball copra exported from the areas producing
such copra. After a discussion of the ad hoc sub-committee’s
report the Committee, however, decided to drop the proposal.

The Committee also considered and approved of the recom-
mendations of the conference of Coconut Nursery Officers held
in February 1949 (vide page 4 of the Annual Report for 1948-49).
The most important recommendations made by that conference
were the following : — '

(1) That in the Province of Bombay an additional nursery>
should be started at Ratnagiri so that the total provincial target
of seedling production might be 20,000;

(2) that in the case of Madras the working of the new
scheme for enhanced production of seedlings should be watched
for two or three years before deciding on any further expansion;

(3) that the annual output of the nursery at the Committee’s
Central Coconut Research Station at KXasaragod should be
increased to 85,000 seedlings which should be utilized mainly for
the extra-provincial demand for coconut seedlings ;

: (4) that in the case of Travancore the output of each of
the. sanctioned nurseries should be raised to 20,000 seedlings,
that two more nurseries with the same output should be organized
—one each at Shertallai and Thakazhi—and that a nursery each
with an -annual output of 25,000 seedlings should be attached to
the Regional Research Stations at Thodupuzha and Neyyattinkara ;

(5) that in Cochin an additional nursery should be started
at Manalur with a target of 15,000 seedlings ;-

(6) that in Mysore the output of the existing nursery at
Arsikere should be raised to 15,000 seedlings and that a second
nursery with an annual output of 15,000 seedlings should be
set up at Tumkur; -

(7) that besides the three nurseries already sanctioned at
Cuttack, Punn and Balia in Orissa. & nursery with an annual
outpnt of 15,000 seedlings should be attached to the Regional
Research Station proposed to be set up at Sakhigopal;

(8) that a nursery with an output of 10,000 seedlings should
be attached to the Regional Research Station proposed to be set
up in West Bengal; ' :

€9) that the question of licensing or certifying private
nurserymen should be postponed for the present but that the
nursery officers should be asked to advise those growers who raise

"
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their own seedlings, regarding the proper selection of parent trees,
seednuts and seedlings; ’ :

(10) that experiments should be conducted in all the
nurseries to find out to what extent D.D.T. could be used as a
preventive against white ants; and

(11) that experiments should be conducted to find out for
what periods seedlings removed from the nursery could remain
fresh without wilting.

Among other things the Committee sanctioned the following
schemes at this meeting :(—

" (1) In lieu of a comprehensive scheme received from the
Bombay Government to°step up coconut production, a scheme to
set up at Ratnagiri a coconut nursery with an annual target of
15,000 seedlings;

(2) a scheme received from the Mysore Government for the
setting up at Tumkur of a coconut nursery with an annual output
of 15,000 seedlings; '

.(3) a scheme received from the Orissa Government for the
setting up of a coconut nursery with an annual output of 15,000
seedlings at the Regional Research Station, Sakhigopal;

(4) a Travancore Government scheme (a) for establishing
two additional nurseries, one each at Shertallai and Thakazh
with an annual output of 20,000 seedlings, (b) for stepping up
the target of production of each of the nurseries sanctioned at the
eighth meeting to 20,000 seedlings per annum and (c) for attach-
ing a nursery each with an annual output of 25,000 seedlings to
the Regional Coconut Research Stations at Thodupuzha and
Neyyattinkara; and ’

(5) a scheme for the establishment of a coconut nursery
with an annual output of 6,400 seedlings at Maradur in Tiruchirap-
palli district. . »

The Committee also considered the report of the Special
Officer for Regulated Markets for Copra regarding the -possibilities
of setting up such markets in Travancore and Cochin and decided
to forward it to the Governments concerned with the recommenda-
tion that they should introduce early legislation for the setting
up of regulated markets and organize them as suggested in the
report with such modifications as might be deemed necessary.

The Committee also decided to set up an ad hoc sub-committee
consisting of the Statistical .Advisers to the Indian Council of
Agricultural Research and the Governments of -Madras, Bombay
and Mysore to go into the question of the collection of the area
and yield statistics of coconut and evolve a scheme which the
Committee might recommend to the Governments of the States
concerned for adoption,
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The tenth meeting (22nd September 1949).

In the course of his introductory remarks, the President
observed that although an area of 110 acress of land contiguous
to the 33-acre Coconut Research Station at Kasaragod, purchased
from the Madras Government, had been acquired and placed in
possession of the Committee, the ‘development of this area into the
full-fledged Central Coconut Research Station envisaged by the
Committee could not be undertaken unless the Director-cum-
Coconut Specialist and the heads of the various research sections
and their assistants were appointed. He was doing his best at
the Government of India end to see that the Director and staff
were appointed as early as possible, but at the same time they
must explore the possibilities of combining in this Central Station
research on arecanut also so that the expenditure on the Station
could be shared by the Coconut and Arecanut Committees
in some agreed proportion to the mutual advantage of both.

Continuing, the President referred to the report of the Agri-
cultural  Research Sub-Committee on the question of the control
of the leaf disease of coconuts. This, the President explained,
was not on the agenda, but a short scheme for the purpose had been
prepared by the Joint Director and Coconut Pathologist, Central
Coconut Research Station, Kayangulam, at his instance and it
. was considered by the Agricultural Research Sub-Committee.
The scheme for the investigation of diseases of the coconut palm
had been started in 1937, but there was a standing complaint
from coconut growers that they had received no tangible benefit
as a result of the investigations undertaken by the experts.
Dr. K. P. V. Menon, the Joint Director and Coconut Pathologist,
was, however, confident that the leaf disease of the coconut could
be kept in check by spraying the affected trees with Bordeaux
mixture three times a year and that by checking the disease in
this manner the yield per tree could be increased by 10 per cent.
If this was so, there was no reason why the Committee should
not take measures to demonstrate the efficacy of spraying on the
growers’ own lands. The grower would be called upon to pay
only the actual expenses incurred by the Committee and it was
to be hoped that when he began to get enhanced yields from the
trees he would be prepared to take to spraying as a seasonal
operation. 2

Proceeding, the President referred to two other schemes
included in the agenda, namely, the one for the establishment of
a Regional Research Station at Ratnagiri and the other for under-
taking the study and control of insect pests of the coconut palm
in the Fast and West Godavari districts. He also referred to
the reports of the Special Officer for Regulated Markets for Copra
regarding Madras and . Mysore, expressed gratification at the
_prompt measures taken by the Madras Government for the
establishment of regulated markets for coconuts and cocdbnut pro-
ducts in Malabar, South Kanara and Fast Godavari districts and
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expressed the hope that steps would scon be taken by the
Travancore-Cochin Government to enact legislation to set up
regulated markets \and that such markets would be organized
without further delay.’

Adverting to the Travancore-Cochin Government’s objection
to bring coir within the purview of the Committee, the President
said— :

“ Another important, matter which you will consider is the
letter of the Government of the United State of Travancore and
Cochin to the Government of India regretting that they do not
still see their way to include coir and coir- products within the
puarview of the Committee. This is the result of the high level
discussions and negotiations conducted, as resolved by the Com-
mittee at its seventh meeting. What form the negotiations took
may be seen from the enclosures to Secretary’s note on the sub-
ject. 1 may, however, mention for your information that your
Vice-President and Secretarv and myself met the Minigter for
Agricultare, Government of the United State of Travancore and
Cochin yesterday, and this morning we met the Chief Minister.
He has kindly agreed to call another meeting of all the interests
concerned and give us their considered opinion at an early date,
. and I hope the decision will be made soon and we will be able
to take coir also within the purview of the Committee, because
I strongly feel that with 40 per cent production of coconuts in
Cochin and Travancore and 60 per cent outside, most of the husks
are wasted and the sooner we utilize them the better He has
promised to let us have an early reply.”

Concluding, the President made a plea for economy in
expenditure but added that measured by any yardstick the Com-
mittee’s budgets could not be called extravagant.

At this meeting, the Committee approved of a one-year
no-profit no-loss spraying scheme for controlling the leaf disease
of the coconut. The scheme contemplated the appointment of a
Propaganda Officer and three demonstrators. * The cost on account
of the staff and the sprayers, chemicals, ete., was to be made
good by levying a fee of 5 annas per tree for spraying it three
times a year. It was proposed to spray 50,000 trees three times
during the year.

The Committee also approved of the programme of chemical
work for the Central Coconut Research Station, Kayangulam,
prepared by the Director of the Indian Agrlcultural Research
Institute and decided to request the Indian Central Arecanut
Committee o associate Dr. K. P. V. Menon, Joint Director -and
Coconut Pathologist Central Coconut Research Station, Kayan-
gulam and Sri C. M. John, Oilseeds Specialist, Coimbatore, with
that Committee’s 5-man Sub-Committee appointed to go into the
question of setting up research stations for arecanut, so that the
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possibilities of co-ordinating the research work of both - Com-
mittees and avoiding, if possible, the establishment of separate
Central Research Stations for each might be looked into.

At this meetmng the Committee also sanctioned a five-year
scheme for the establishment of a Regional Coconut Research
Station at Ratnagiri, Bombay State.

.. While considering the progress report on the Co-operative Copra
Marketing Society at Vaikom for the year ending the 30th June
1949 the Commuttee decided that a report on the working of the
society from its inception should be called for and that, if the
Vice-President and Becretary of the Committee and Sri V. Kunju-
krishnan, Secretary to the Government of the United State of
Travancore and Cochin were satisfied, after going through it,
that the society’ had been carrying on its functions on lines recom-
mended at the eighth -meeting and that there had been sufficient
progress, the society might be paid the Committee’s contribution,
and if not, it should not be paid. The Committee also decided to
call for a similar report from the Coconut Marketing Co-operative
Society, Narakkal and to make the extension of the scheme beyond
the 21st September 1949 conditional upon the satisfactory nature
of the progress report and the society finding fhe necessary capital
for its functioning.

The Committee also considered the report of the Special
Officer for Regulated Markets for Copra, regarding Mysore and
Madras States and decided to request the Governments of the
two States to implement, as far as possible, the recommendations
contained in the report. ’

The Committee considered, too, the report of the ad hoc
Statistics Sub-Committee set up at the ninth meeting and decid-
ed to request the Governments of the States of Bombay, Madras,
Mysore and Travancore-Cochin to ask their Statistical Advisers
to prepare, in consultation with the Statistical Adviser, Indian
Council of Agricultural Research, pilot schemes for estimating
the per tree and per acre yield of coconuts and forward them to
the Committee so that they could be considered by the ad hoc
Statistics Sub-Committee, and its report made available to the
Committee at its next meeting. .

IV. MEETINGS OF SUB-COMMITTEES.

Two meetings each of the Agricultural Research, Marketing
and Economics and Finance Sub-Committees were held during
the year, once in conhexion with the ninth meeting and again in
connexion with the tenth meeting.

V. Srrectar. SuB-COMMITTEES AND CONFERENCES.

An ad hoc Sub-Committee consisting of the Vice-President,
Messrs. C. M. John, K. R. Narayana Ayyar and C. E. Bingham
was set up by the Committee at its ninth meeting to go into the
details of preparing a film on the coeonut industry for purposes



8 INDIAN OENTRAL COCONUT -COMMITTER

of propaganda. The Sub-Committee met in Bombay on the 9th
August 1949. Its report was considered by the Committee at
its tenth meeting and it was decided to postpone, for the present,
the production of the film.

" The ad hoc Statistics Sub-Committee set dp at the ninth
meeting met in Bombay on the 8th August 1949. Its report-was
considered by the. Committee at its tenth meeting. The Com-
mittee’s decision on the report has already been mentioned
among the decisions of the tenth meeting. The Sub-Committee
met again on the 30th March 1950 to consider the pilot schemes.
which had been received from the Governments of Bombay,
Madras, Mysore. and Travancore-Cochin. -

The second conference of Coconut Nursery Officers was held
at Ernakulam on the 10th December 1949.

V1. FINANCE.

Receipts.—The receipts from coconut cess during the year
1949-50 amounted to Rs. 2,77,551-5-8 as against Rs. § ,81,160-3-1
in 1948-49. At the end of 1949-50 a sum of about Rs. 2-8 lakhs
was due to be remitted to the Committee by the collecting
agencies. Receipts from the publications issued by the Committee
amounted to Rs. 2,575-5-0 as against Rs. 2,981-6-6 in the
previous year. ; .

Farm produce and other receipts from the Central Coconut
Research Station, Kayangulam,™ amounted to Rs. 13,762-0-4
during the year as against Rs. 13,088-0-8 in the previous year.
Receipts from the Central Coconut- Research Station, Kasaragod,
amounted to Rs. 22,330-5-9 as against Rs. 14,000-14-0 in the
previous year, the increase being mainly due to the yield from
the additional land acquired for the Research Station. Receipts
from the one-year ** No-profit no-loss ”’ spraying scheme amounted
to Rs. 2,729-7-8. « . R

Eapenditure.—The expenditure on administration amounted
to Rs. 75,146-4-10 against Rs. 75,129-7-3 in the year 1948-49.
The travelling allowance paid to non-official members, ete.,
amounted to Rs. 6,989-14-0 against Rs. 15,442-3-0 in the pre-
vious year. The expenditure under the head “* Publicity, Distri-
bution, etc.,”” amounted to Rs. 7,668-10-8 against Rs. 7,241-10-8
in 1948-49. o o

A capital expenditure of Rs. 27,428-12-5 was incurred during
the year on the Central Coconut Research Station, Kasaragod,
while’ the capital expenditure on the Central Coconut Research
Station, Kayangulam, amounted to Rs. 99,798-1-8. 'The recur-
ring expenditure in 1949-50 on the two Research Stations at
Kasaragod and Kayangulam amounted to Rs. 27,009-10-10 and
Rs. 73,731-8-6, respectively as against Rs. 17,239-11-0 and
Rs. 52,204-11-1, respectively, during the previous year. The
‘“ no-profit - mo-loss spraying scheme ”’ “accounted for an
expenditure of Rs. 5,488-12-0. - ‘ /
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During the year Rs. 17,950, Rs. 75,792 and Rs. 770 were
distributed as grants-in-aid to agricultural research schemes,
schemes for distribution of quality seedlings and schemes for the
multiplication and distribution of Crotalaria striata seeds, and
Rs. 3,967-13-9 for co-operative marketing schemes. The scheme
for the organization of regulated markets for copra initiated in
December 1948 terminated in June 1949, costing the Committee
a sam of Rs. 5,950-5-6 during the year 1949-50.

The statements showing the accounts of the Committee and
of its Provident Fund are reproduced in Appendices ITI and-IV. -

. VIIL. MISCOELLANEQUS.

President’s visit to the office.—Sardar Datar Singh, the Presi-
dent of the Committee, inspected the office of the Committee on
the 28rd September 1949, and the Committee’s Central Coconut
Research Station at Kayangulam on 25th September 1949.

Despatch of king coconuts to Brazil.—At the instance of the
Government of India, the Committee sent, in - April 1949, to the
Chief of the Agronomical Experimental Station at Arcaju in
the State of Sergipe, Brazil, 12 king coconuts—four yellow, four
green and four orange. ’

Training in copra-making to person deputed by the Orissa
Government.—In May 1948 the Committee had agreed to arrange
to give % candidate deputed by the Orissa Government training in
copra and coir-making. In December 1949 Sri Ch. Nilakanta Das
of Puri was deputed to study copra-making. - An intensive nine-day
programme (30th December 1949 to Tth January 1950) was-
arranged- for Mr. Das during which he visited Vyttila, Trippuni-
thura, Narakkal, Vaikom and Alleppey and got the opportunity
of studying not only copra-making, but the various aspects of
coconut cultivation: The Agricultural Assistant in the Com-
mittee’s office accompanied Mr. Das during his four.

Advice regarding  coconut  industry in the Andaman
Islands.—In 1947—48 and 1948-49, the Committee’s office had
furnished the Chief Commissioner, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, -
with a scheme for setting -up there-a coconut oil mill and with
sugcestions for rehabilitating the coconut industry by such
methods as distribution of quality seedlings, proper manuring and
inter-cultivation of coconut gardens, kiln drying of copra and
co-operative organization of growers. In June 1949 a scheme was
forwarded to the Ministry of Agriculture for setting up a coconut
nursery in the Islands for the raising and distribution of quality
coconut seedlings among local growers.

Analysis of soil samples from North Travancore.—A request
had been received from the Thamber of Agriculture, Perumbavoor

to examine the condition of the soil in Kunnathunad and Muvattu-
_puzha taluks and to suggest methods of making it fit for coconut
cultivation. Twenty-nine soil samples were taken from Perum-
bavoor, Alwaye and Muvattupuzha during the year under report

2.
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and- analysed. by the Soil Chemist, Central Coconut Research
Station, Kayangulam. The.results: of the analysis.showed that
the soil samples. had:in general a very low status of fertility and-
were deficient in the three.necessary manurial ingredients, nitro~.
gen, phosphoric. acid and potash. The pH of the soils was
also highly om the acid side. In- the localities inspected, there
vas onlv. a shallow soil layer over-a hard laterite bed and drainsge.
facilities were very- poor. The. logalities ‘examined were not,

heretore, cgnsidered safe- for. satisfactory coconut cultivation.

The- Kothamangalam, area;, however, appeared to,be satisfactory.

" CHAPTER II. _
' AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH ON COCONUT. -

I CocoNUT NURSERIES AND DISTRIBUTION. OF SEEDLINGS OF-
GUARANTEED QUALITY.

A list of; the .coconut nurseries that were in existence in 1949-50Q.
with,.their dates. of commencement and annual targets of produc-
tion s given below :-—.

- ‘ § Annyal
Name of ‘ Date of seedlings
State. Location..of nursery. starling. production
; target,
Madras, .. Pattukettsi (Tanjore district) .. lotg. November . 19,200
B T o ‘ 1948.
Do. .. Samalkot (Bast-Gedavari district). " Do, - 19,200
Do,, - -. DPattambi:(Malabag dighjict), .. Do, 48,000
Do., .. Nileshwar (South Kanarg, dist-iot). Do. 48,000
‘Do, .. Ma uteru (West Grdavari distrie*). Do, . 6,400
Do. .. Anakapalle (Vmakhapatna.m dis- Do. 6,400+
triet). :
Do. Conmha.tore (Conmbatore dlstrwb) Do. 6,400
Do. .. Tmdivanam (South Arcot dlstrrct) 14th May 1949 .. - 6,400
Bombay .. Knmta.(North. Kanara district) .. 1st:March 1948 .. . 6,000.
Orcissa .. Puari.and Cu tapgk. . . ... lst January 1946, 10,000
Do. .. Balia (Balasore dlsbrlct) . .. 1st December 5,000
1949,
sore, .. Araizere,. .. - . .. Bth January .i946. 5,000,
'IJ‘.‘%-Y«W amcpre-  Vaikpm ve e . .. B8th Janua'y 1946. 5,000
oy Kazhak : D 5,900
- Do, akuttem, .. .. L. 0. X
Do.” Iruua,lak;lda .. .. ..o lst Septembe: 20,700
; 1046, ,
Coorg = .. Ponnampst .. N ovo st April 1949 .. 2,000

I‘he amount$ Jbaid to the. Governments councerned in respect of
the above nurseries during  the year under’ report are shown

below :— : -

RS8.
Madras. Government.  ...” ... ... 53,5690~
Bombay -Government ... ... o 3,330
Orissa Government: cee . B8T
Mysore Govermment .. G e 2,800
Travaneore-Cochin Grovemment e TR10+

Goorg Administration- ... o 1ATBY t

.
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Jn - addition to ‘the ‘murséifes -lisfed ‘above, thiére ‘was ~ene
attactied to ‘the Committee’s Central -Co¥oiut Regearéh SHation,
Kasaragod, from which 4,417 seedlings were distribited ddsng tite
year under report.

II. THE COCONUT RESEARCH SCHEME, MADRAS.

As was mentioned in the last annual report, the above scheme
was started as a 5-year one on the 15th ‘September 1938 and was
wholly financed by the Indian Council of Agricultural -Research.
On its termination on the 14th Séptember 1943, ‘the scheme was
extended up to the 8lst March 1952. The Indian Couhéil of
Agricultural Research agreed to meet the pay and travelling
allowance of the Superintendent in the scheme till the 31st March
1949, on condition that ‘the Madras Govérnment consented to
meet all other expenses and continued to work the scheine up to
the Slst March 1952. When ‘the Indian Central -Qseonut Com-
mittee was set up, the Indian Council of Agricultural Research’s’
share of responsibility in respect of the scheriie was tdken over by
it ‘with ‘effect from the st Janwdty 1946.

A summary of the work done on the scheme during 1949-50
is given beloWw :—

The scheéme énvisages the {rivestigation of ceérftain economic
and ‘practical problems connected ‘with the coconiit. The aim of
the scheme, as extended, is to establish criteria for the selection
of seedlings that would ultimately give good yiélds, to investigate
into the causes of shedding of buttons (young nuts) in the coconut
and to study the guality and quantity of fibre obtained from
cocoriut husks of different stages of maturity.

The study of progenies obtained by self, natural and cross
pollination from parent trees of six yield groups for the various
vegetative characters relating ‘to growth such as rate of leaf pro-
duction, leaf length, number of female flower production, etc.,
was continied during the year. The results of analysis of the
data of the various charactérs studied diring the year show ‘that
prqgénies’obtained from the lowest yield group, viz., parent ‘trees
yiélding 40 nuts and below per tree, per yedr, are the least vigo-
rous. As regards the methods of pollination the selfed progenies
are the least vigorous. These ‘cbséivatidhs -dre 'in géneral con-
formity with those of the “previows Years. The superiority - or
otherwise of the progenies under the different groups is to be
finally judged from the yield -arid nut chdrdcters when the pro-
genies come to normal bedring stage.

Observations on the ‘produdtion of ‘the spadices 'were also
mude on all the palms under the ‘study. Dauring the year under
réport, 14 palims ‘had cottififenced prodiicing spadices. The total
number of, palns so far flowered is 119. .

"The ‘seqiierice and seasdnal variatichis in ‘the shedding of
bittsns in ‘the West Codst and " ‘téw world virletiss have been
studied. ‘Prelininary work oh afdtoifilcal studies on shed and



