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" Field day cum harvest festival of "Prathyasa”

Harvest festival of paddy variety Prathyasa demonstrated
under the NICRA project was conducted on 08.03.2012 at
Kumaranchira Padasekharam of Muttar panchayath.
Dr. George V Thomas, Director, CPCRI, Kasaragod inaugurated
the harvest festival. It was followed by a meeting of the partner
farmers for the experience sharing on the technology
demonstration. Smt. Beena Joseph, President, Muttar
Panchayath presided over the function in which Dr. P. M. Jacob,
Head, CPCRI (RS), j
Kayamkulam
delivered the key note
address. Partner
farmers shared their
experiences on the [
demonstration. Best fas
partners of the
demonstration
programme were honoured with mementoes in the function.A
photo exhibition of the various activities of the demonstration
also was arranged on the occasion.

Scientist - Farmer interface programme

A Scientist-Farmer interaction programme was conducted as
part of the technology demonstration of short duration paddy
variety Prathyasa under the NICRA Project in Muttar village in
Kuttanad on 25.01.2012. Dr. Jim Thomas, Prof & Head,
Communication Centre, KAU, Mannuthy, Dr. S Leenakumari,
| Prof & Head, Rice

" . | Research Station,
' Mancompu, Mr. S.
Surendran, Asst.
W Professor,RRS
Mancompu, Dr. P.

fMuralidharan,
Programme

Coordinator, KVK ,SMS’s of KVK and about 45 farmers
- attended the programme. After the field visit, the partner farmers
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interacted with the experts on various aspects of the integrated ~
crop management in rice. It was highlighted by the partners
that there was considerable reduction in the use of chemical
fertilizers and pesticides since soil test based nutrient
management and integrated pest and disease management
were followed and continuous monitoring through Farmer Field
School (FFS) was done. The demonstration has been
conducted in an area of 18 ha with 41 partners.

Field day of the Front Line Demonstration of ‘Gramapriya’

Field day of the Front Line Demonstration on “Introduction
of ‘Gramapriya’ in backyard poultry rearing” was conducted at
Chingoli Panchayath Hall on 20.03.12. Panchayath Ward
m e mb er :

Smt.Mahalekshmi
presided over the
function.
Dr. P. Muralidharan,
Programme
Coordinator
explained the
results of the
demonstration. Partners of the FLD shared their experiences
and appreciated the higher production of 180 eggs per year by

FRONT LINE DEMONSTRATION

A Front Line Demonstration on “Introduction of rumen by
pass fat as energy supplement in dairy cows” was conducted
at Paravur and Krishnapuram village in Alappuzha District with
the participatiin of 24 dairy farmers. Rumen by pass fat is the
calcium soap of long chain fatty acids specially made for high
milk yielding dairy ruminents during the early stages of lactation,
upto 3 months. The powder was fed @ 100g/day for 3 months
from the 7" day of calving which resulted in a 2 point increase
in Lactometer reading and 0.6% increase in milk fat. The BC
ratio in such cases was 2.7 against 2.5 in normal cases.

ON FARM TESTING

Suitability of the high yielding bactcerial will resistant
tomato varieties [y~ i . ;

Anagha (KAU) and [

Arka Abha (IIHR) for
cultivation in the
district was tested at I8
Devikulagara

Abha produced fruits of hlgher size (759) having good
appearence and cooking quality when compared to Anagha
(40g). Both Arka Abha and Anagha were totally free from
bacterial wilt and are suitable for the locality.
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TRAINING / EXTENSION PROGRAMMES

Organized 24 training programmes benefitting a total
number of 717 farmers/rural youths including 513 women during
the period.

One batch of ‘Friends of Coconut tree’ training programme
was conducted with the participation of 16 trainees from 16"
to 218 January 2012, with the financial assistance from Coconut
Development Board, Kochi.

Entrepreneurship Development Programme in Agriculture
was conducted for a batch of 31 farmers of Alleppey and
Kottayam districts
with financial support
of Kerala State
Development
Corporation for the
SC/ST from 30th
January to 4th{
February 2012.

Extension Activities

Awareness programmes : Awareness programmes on “heaith
and nutrition for adolescent girls” and “food adulteration”, were
conducted at Chettikulangara and Mannar Panchayaths jointly
by the KVK and ICDS, Mavelikara in which a total of 180 girls
attended.

Vegetable cultivation in college campus : ‘The programe
was organized at TKMM College, Nangyarkulangara in
association with “Nila” Eco Club of the college by providing
training, initial inputs and technical guidance. The programme
was inaugurated by Smt.Sreedevi Rajan,District Panchayath
member in the presence of Prof.P.A.Salim, Principal on
17.02.2012. Avegetable garden with 12 crops was laid out in
10 cents of land in the campus which was maintained by the
students.

PUBLICATIONS

Popular articles (in Malayalam)

1. Bijila,RP.V., Sajnanath,K. and Muralidharan.P. 2012. Nutrient
rich winged bean. Karshakan : 20 (2). 36-37

2. Sivakumar.T. 2012. MET against mango fruit fly.Kerala
Karshakan.57(9): 45-47

3. Sivakumar.T. 2012. Leaf hopper problem in Garcinia.Spice
India. 25(3): 29-30
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SUCCESS STORY

Praan foods - Kareelakulangara

Mr. Radhakrishnan after serving long years in Guif
countries, has decided to settle in his mother land with a small
business. Utilising his savings and a loan availed from bank,
he started a flour mill only to realise that the number of
customers is too less for a fulltime engagement. The situation
made him think of another vocation which can be undertaken
with the avalabile facilities. He owned1.5 acres of coconut
garden but the income from the garden was meagure since
the nuts were sold as .,
such. He approached |
KVK-Alleppey for|
exploring the
possibility for a
coconut related
enterprise. With the
advices received from
KVK, he started to
produce diversified coconut products utilizing the machineries
available in the flour mill. Only his family labour was utilized for
the production of virgin coconut oil, chutney powder, fried
coconut gratings (ready to use product),instant theeyal mix,
avulose powder etc. All these products are sold under the
brand name “Praan” through his production cum sales outlet
at Kareelakulangara beside NH - 47. He further expanded the
unit with labor saving devices like screw press, motorized
scraper and grinder. On demand, fresh coconut grating was
undertaken for hotels and marriage functions. The coconut
water being wasted is converted to coconut water lemonade.
Ready to cook Appam mix (fermented rice hoppers) is prepared
using coconut gratings, coconut water, and rice. These products
are in high demand of the customers and hence prepared
on daily basis. He gets a monthly income of more than
¥ 15,000/- from all these ventures to run his family and to
educate his children for professional courses. The loan availed
from the bank has been repaid without any due. Involvement of
family labor is the key factor in the success of this unit. His
wife Mrs.Padmaja manages the production, packing and
marketing of the products Sri. Radhakrishnan and family thus
give the message that such small enterprises could fetch a
reasonably good income if managed with family efforts.

For details contact : Programme Co-ordinator, Krishi Vigyan Kendra-Alleppey, CPCRI (RS), Krishnapuram
P.O., Kayamkulam - 690 533 Phone / Fax: 0479 2449268, E-mail:kvkalapuzha@hotmail.com
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