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World Coconut Day
celebrated ...

Seminar on Breeding
for resistance to root
(wilt) disease...

«* Technological
A interventions

o demonstration/

. refinement under
NICRA project ...

Hindi Chetana Maas
celebrated ...

ICAR

Dr. N.K. Krishna Kumar assumes
charge as DDG (Hort.), ICAR
Director and staff
of CPCRI feel

a privileged to

) congratulate Dr.

T N.K. Krishna

. Kumar on taking

o charge as Deputy

Director General

(Horticulture),

ICAR, New Delhi.

Dr. N.K. Krishna

Kumar assumed office on 9-8-2012.

Formerly he was Director, NBAII,

Bangalore and prior to that he served the

ITHR, Bangalore for more than two
decades.

Dr. N.K. Krishna Kumar, M.Sc. (Ag.),
Ph.D. (U.S.A.), Post-Doctoral (U.S.A.) is a
renowned entomologist in the country,
particularly in the field of vegetables
research. He has 34 years of professional
experience and has over 120 research
publications in Indian and international
journals. He is also a recipient of many
national and international awards. He is a
specialist in vector transmission of
diseases, inoculation studies, relationship
between insects and disease transmission,
especially spotted wilt disease. Dr.
Krishna Kumar was instrumental in
transferring many ICAR technologies to
entrepreneurs through commercialization.

COGENT Steering Committee meeting
The 16" International Coconut
Genetic Resources Network (COGENT)

c I c n I CPCRI

Neuws
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Steering Committee meeting, organised
jointly by Bioversity International and
ICAR, was held at Hotel Woods Manor,
Kochi, from 8-7-2012 to 10-7-2012. The
meeting was chaired by Dr. Allou,
COGENT Chair from Cote d'Ivoire. Dr.
H. P. Singh, in his inaugural address,
called upon the global community to
address the challenges in the coconut
sector to improve overall productivity
and profitability of coconut. There were
delegates from 14 countries representatives
from the Asian Pacific Coconut
Community, Coconut Development
Board, the Global Crop Diversity Trust,
the Secretariat of the Pacific Community,
Bioversity International as well as the
private sector from India and Brazil also
participated in the meeting. Dr. George, V.
Thomas, Director, CPCRI was
unanimously selected as the next
Chairman of the COGENT Steering
Committee for the biennium 2012-14.

Salient recommendations of the meeting
were to:

® Set up an international thematic
group to sequence coconut genome
under the leadership of India,

® Develop international collaborative
projects for coconutimprovement,

® Collect and conserve traditional
coconut diversity existing in
Polynesianregion, and

® Compile and update data on coconut
genetic resources.

CENTRAL PLANTATION CROPS RESEARCH INSTITUTE, KASARAGOD, KERALA



Dr. H.P. Singh, DDG (Hort.)
inaugurating the COGENT Steering
Committee meeting

45" COCOTECH Meeting

The 45" COCOTECH Meeting
was held at the Gateway Hotel,
Kochi during 2-7-2012 to 6-7-2012
organised jointly by Asian and
Pacific Coconut Community
(APCC), Jakarta and Coconut
Development Board, Kochi. Theme
of the meeting was “Inclusive

growth and sustainable

INSTITUTIONAL NEWS

Inauguration of facilities

Dr. H.P. Singh, DDG (Hort.)
visited CPCRI, Kasaragod on
01-07-2012 and interacted with the

Dr. H.R Singh, DDG (Hort.)
inaugurating Seed Storage and Pollen
Processing Laboratory

development of the coconut
industry”. Mr. Romulo N.
Arancon, Executive Director,
APCC called upon to make
concerted efforts for raising
agricultural productivity to ensure
food security and nutrition and for
alleviating poverty. Meeting was
inaugurated by Shri K.V. Thomas,
Minister of State for Consumer
Affairs, Food and Public
Distribution, Government of India.
Dr. George V. Thomas, Director,
CPCRI delivered a lecture on
'Technological Developments on
Coconut Crop Improvement,
Coconut Agronomy/Nutrition,
and Coconut Based Farming
System in India'. Key objectives of
the meeting were to increase
coconut yields and farm
productivity, increase income,

improve market access and to
support agri-business. More than
200 delegates from 18 countries
attended the five day meeting. It
was exactly 12 years since the
Government of India had hosted
the COCOTECH meeting in
Chennai in 2000. A Coconut
exhibition was also condcuted
during the meeting, which was
visited by farmers and
entrepreneurs.

A view of the 45" COCOTECH meeting

scientists and staff of the Institute.
He inaugurated the “Seed Storage
Facility and Pollen Processing
Laboratory” and the Agri
Bioinformatics Laboratory at the
Institute. He also visited various
laboratories and experimental
fields. He reviewed the ongoing
research activities and expressed

his happiness on progress, also
suggested improvement in certain
aspects.

Department of Information and
Technology funded Agri-
Bioinformatics Promotion Centre
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Annual Group Meeting of AICRP
on Palms

The XXI Annual Group
Meeting of All India Coordinated
Research Project on Palms was held
during 11-13 July, 2012 at
Agricultural College and Research
Institute, Madurai. The group
meeting was attended by 80
delegates from 20 Centres of
AICRP on Palms, State Agricultural
Universities, CPCRI, Directorate of
Oil palm Research and
development agencies. The group
meeting discussed the progress of
ongoing research programmes in
coconut, oil palm, palmyrah palm
and fish tail palm (sulphi palm).

The inaugural session of the
Group Meeting of AICRP on
Palms commenced with the
welcome address by Dr. N.
Kumar, Dean (Hort.), TNAU.




Dr. H.P. Maheswarappa, Project
Coordinator (Palms) presented the
Coordinator's Report. Dr. H.P.
Singh, Deputy Director General,
ICAR, New Delhi inaugurated the
Meeting. In his address, he
highlighted the importance of
horticultural crops in improving
the livelihood of people. Dr. P.
Subbian, acting Vice-Chancellor of
Tamil Nadu Agricultural
University in his presidential
address emphasized that a new
platform on natural fibres launched
by ICAR in the XII five year plan
would give more impetus to
coconut cultivation. Dr. P.
Rethinam, Former Executive
Director of Asian Pacific Coconut
Community offered felicitations.

As a token of motivation and
encouragement to the AICRP
scientists, best AICRP award
sponsored by Lt. Amith Singh
Memorial Foundation, New Delhi
was given to HRS, Ambajipeta, for
their excellent contributions in
coconutresearch.

The Plenary Session was
chaired by Dr. George V. Thomas,
Director CPCRI and co-chaired by
Dr. K. Vairavan, Dean, AC & RI,
Madurai. The Group Meeting has
recommended the coconut
selections, viz. IND 045S, IND 048S
and IND 058S were proposed by
CPCRI for release. Promising
coconut based medicinal crop
combinations were recommended
for commercial adoption at the
respective regions. Ambajipeta -
Palmarosa, mango ginger,
patchouli, citronella; Aliyarnagar -
Alpinia galanga,
grass(Cymbopogon flexuosus),

Lemon

Dr. H.P Singh, DDG (Hort.), ICAR,
New Delhi inaugurating the
Group Meeting

Patchouli; Arsikere - Lemon grass
(Cymbopogon flexuosus), garden rue
(Ruta graveolens), tulsi (Ocimum
sanctum), kalmegh (Andrographis
paniculata), arrow root (Maranta
arundinaceae) and makoi (Solanum
nigrum); Kahikuchi - Pipali,
Patchouli, Citronella,
Sarpagandha; Mondouri -
Sarpagandha, Aswagandha,
Arrowroot; Ratnagiri - Sathavari,
Adulsa, Arrow root, Lemon grass,
Citronella; Veppankulam - Aloe
vera, Alpinia galangal, Ocimum
sanctum; and Jagadalpur - Stevia,
Amahaldi, Sarpagandha,Tikhur,
Patchouli.

World Coconut Day celebrated
Various programmes were
conducted as part of World
Coconut Day celebration at Central
Plantation Crops Research Institute
(CPCRI), Kasaragod. National level
essay writing competition for
under graduate B. Sc. (Agri.)/ B. Sc.
(Hort.) students on the theme
'Inclusive growth and sustainable
development of coconut sector in
India', painting competition for
school children, quiz competition
for Vocation Higher Secondary
(Agri.) students, quiz competition
for rural youth trained on coconut
climbing using mechanical device,
demonstration on safety device for
coconut climbing device and
interface programme on coconut
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farming involving scientists,
farmers and coconut climbers were
organised. Shri K. P. Mohanan,
Hon'ble Minister for Agriculture,
Kerala State, inaugurated the
valedictory function on 6th
September 2012. Adv. P.P.
Shyamaladevi, President,
Kasaragod District Panchayat,
presided over the function.

Shri K.P Mohanan, Minister for

Agriculture, Government of
Kerala delivering the velidictory address

Hon. Minister also unveiled the
safety belt developed by CPCRI
which a life saving necessity for
coconut climbers. A woman-trainee
of 'Friends of coconut' training
programme received the first safety
device from the minister.

Hon'ble Minister for
Agriculture distributed prizes to
winners of various competitions. In
his inaugural address, Shri
Mohanan hailed the contributions
of CPCRI for the development of
coconut sector through its research
achievements. The minister and
other guests visited the Agro-
Processing Complex of the
Institute.

Hon'ble Agriculture Minister

handing over the safety device to

woman trainee who has taken up
palm climbing as a profession




ICAR Foundation Day celebrated

ICAR Foundation Day was
celebrated at RS, Vittal on 16" July,
2012. Dr. Indrani Karunasagar,
Professor and Head, Dept of
Fisheries Microbiology, Fisheries
College, Mangalore was the chief
guest and delivered a special
lecture on “Infection Vs Diseases:
Novel approaches and
understanding of issues in health
management”. During this
occasion, painting competition for
Primary and High School students
was conducted. Besides, a quiz
programme was also conducted for
the staff members.

Prof. Indrani Karunasagar, delivering
ICAR Foundation Day lecture

One day seminar on Breeding for

Resistance
A one day seminar was

conducted on 24-08-2012 at
CPCRI, Regional Station,
Kayamkulam on 'Twenty five
years of research on breeding

for resistance to root (wilt)

disease of coconut'. Shri P. J.
Joseph, Hon'ble Minister for
Water Resources, Govt. of

Kerala, in his inaugural
speech, appreciated the efforts
done by CPCRI especially in
selecting disease-free mother

palms in 'disease hotspots' and

Shri PJ. Joseph, Hon'ble Minister for
Water Resources, Govt. of Kerala
inaugurating the Seminar

also highlighted the
performance of T x T progenies
in his own garden at
Thodupuzha. Dr. George V.
CPCRI
delivered the keynote address.
Technical bulletins viz., 'Twenty

five years of research on 'Breeding

Thomas, Director,

for resistance/tolerance to coconut
root (wilt) disease', 'Pest
management in coconut nursery'
and a folder in Hindi on 'Bronstipa
management in coconut' were

released by the chief guest.
There were

presentations in the afternoon

five
technical session viz.,
'Resistant varieties to coconut
root (wilt) disease' 'Hotspot
breeding programme: Genesis
'Rapid

multiplication of released

and Progress'

varieties of coconut' 'Current
status of the Project on
Breeding for resistance to root
(wilt)
markers for identification of

disease' 'Molecular

genes for resistance’

One day seminar on cocoa
Seminar on 'Challenges

and prospects of arecanut and

cocoa under the changing

scenario'

climate was
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organized on 25-09-2012 at
CPCRI, RS, Vittal. 54 delegates
including scientists, farmers,
officials from KVKs, CAMPCO,
Department of Horticulture
and Cadbury India Ltd. had
participated in the seminar.
Shri Manchi Srinivas Achar,
President, All India Arecanut
Growers Association,
inaugurated the seminar. Dr.
George V. Thomas, Director,
CPCRI, Kasaragod presided over
the function and he emphasized the
importance of cropping system
approach, organic farming,
nutrient management, value
addition and mechanization to
increase the productivity and
profitability of farming. Dr. P. L.
Saroj, Director, Directorate of
Cashew Research, Puttur, Dr. H. P.
Maheswarappa, Project
Coordinator, AICRP (Palms),
CPCRI, Kasaragod, Mr. N. T. Bhat,
Former Joint Director, CPCRI,
Regional Station, Vittal and Dr.
Homey Cheriyan, Director (Actg.),
Directorate of Arecanut and Spices
Development, Calicut were the
guests of honour. Dr. D. Balasimha,
Principal Scientist, Regional
Station, Vittal delivered keynote
address on the topic 'Impact of
climate change on plantation

crops'.

cocoa seminar at Vittal




During the technical
sessions, there were lectures and
discussions on various topics
viz., Breeding strategies for
arecanut under climate change,

Strategies for improving

productivity of arecanut, value
addition and alternate uses of
arecanut, breeding strategies on
cocoa under the changing
climate scenario, marketing

aspects of arecanut and cocoa,

and transfer of technology and
developmental programmes for
arecanut and cocoa highlighting
the possible implications of
climate change and the
medigation strategies.

RESEARCH HIGHLIGHTS

Warming and deficit rainfall induced gradient outbreak of coconut scale insect

Gradient outbreak of coconut
scale insect, Aspidiotus destructor was
observed at Chingoli near
Kayamkulam during August-
September 2012. Though the pest
attack was confined in a limited
pocket on coconut leaflets along a
homestead farm pond, rise in
maximum temperature and
reduction in relative humidity and
rainfall during June-July 2012 could
be the major reasons for the
immediate flare up of the pest,
which was otherwise notreported as

a major pest in the region.
Population build-up of the pest was
so high that it caused severe
yellowing as well as drying of
coconut leaflets in the region. This
could be one of the early reports on
temperature induced pest outbreak
from Kerala. Comparison of
maximum temperature, relative
humidity and rainfall data of June
2011 with that of June 2012 revealed
increase in 0.8°C of maximum
temperature and reduction in
relative humidity and rainfall to the

tune of 4.1% and 91.8 mm,
respectively. A similar trend was
also observed in the month of July.

Gradient outbreak of coconut scale
insect at Chingoli, Kayamkulam

Weather factors June 2011 June 2012 July 2011 July 2012 Aug 2011 Aug 2012
Maximum temp (°C) 31.7£1.2 32.5+1.8 30.9+1.4 31.9£1.0 30.6+0.9 30.7£2.2
Minimum temp (°C) 24.5+0.8 23.9+0.4 23.5+0.6 23.4+0.8 23.3+0.4 23.9+0.7
Sunshine (h) 4.7 4.4 35 55 83! 4.2
RH (%) 72.4+8.5 68.3+9.4 74.4%9.6 68.0+4.6 71.7+4.9 74.0+8.9
Total rainfall (mm) 315.2 2234 334.3 248.8 198.6 385.8

Rainfall observations from Kasaragod

The total rainfall received from
July - September 2012 was 1925.7 mm,
which was higher by 74.6 mm
compared to the average of last 20
years (1992 - 2011) during the same
period (1857.1 mm). However, the

distribution of rainfall in theindividual
months has varied drastically. While
July 2012 recorded 45% less rainfall
than the average for the last twenty
years, August 2012 recorded 76 % more
rainfall than the average. Similarly,
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September 2012 recorded 24% more
rainfall than the average. However, the
total rainfall received till September this
year is only 2959.1 mm, which is less by
186 mm compared to the average in the
last20years.




PUBLICATIONS

Research papers

Ambili, K., George V. Thomas, Indu,
P., Viji, M.V., Murali Gopal and
Alka Gupta 2012. Isolation and
identification of spore associated
bacteria (SAB) from Glomus and
Gigaspora spp. in coconut and
arecanut based cropping systems.
J. Plantation Crops 40(2): 88-93.

Bhat Ravi and Sujatha, S. 2012
Influence of biomass partitioning
and nutrient uptake on yield of
arecanut (Areca catechu L.) grown
on a laterite soil. Commun. Soil Sci.
Plant Anal.43(13),1757-1767.

Bhat Ravi, Sujatha, S. and Jose, C. T.
2012. Assessing soil fertility of a
laterite soil in relation to yield of
arecanut (Areca catechu L.) in
humid tropics of India. Geoderma
189-190; 91-97. DOI:10.1016/
j.geoderma.2012.05.010

Josephrajkumar, A., Rajan, P.,
Chandrika Mohan and Thomas,
R.J. 2012. New distributional
record of buff coconut mealybug
(Nipaecoccus nipae) in Kerala, India.
Phytoparasitica 40: 533-535 (DOI
10.1007 /s12600-012-0260-2).

Ganoderma applanatum and
Thielaviopsis paradoxa, fungal
pathogens of coconut. J. Plantation
Crops40(2): 75-81.

Priya George, Alka Gupta, Murali

Gopal, Litty Thomas and George
V. Thomas. 2012. Multifarious
beneficial traits and plant growth
promoting potential of Serratia
marcescens KiSIl and Enterobacter
sp. RNF267 isolated from the
rhizosphere of coconut palms
(Cocos nucifera L.). World .
Microbiol. Biotechnol. DOI
10.1007/s11274-012-1163-6.

Senthil Amudhan, M. 2012.

Antimicrobial activities of
polyphenol extract of arecanut
against pathogenic bacteria. J.
Plantation Crops 40(1): 71-74.

Sivakumar, G., Josephrajkumar, A.

and Dhanya, M.K. 2012.
Evaluation of bacterial antagonists
for the management of rhizome rot
of cardamom (Elettaria
cardamomum Maton). J. Spices and
Aromatic Crops 21(1): 9-15.

projects. Employment News Weekly
37 (14):1 (July 7-13 2012).

Sivakumar, T. 2012. Green chilly -

chief in vegetables. Harithabhoomi
3 (4):18 (in Malayalam)

Thamban, C. 2012. Development

strategies for agriculture and
allied sectors in Kasaragod
District. In: Mustafa V.P.P. (Ed.)
Kasaragod Vikasana Silpasala-
2012. Vikasana Pariprekshyam. pp
16-31 (in Malayalam).

Technical bulletin
Josephrajkumar, A., Chandrika

Mohan, Rajan, P., Thomas, R.J.,
Chandramohanan, R. and Jacob,
P.M. 2012. Pest Management in
Coconut Nursery, CPCRI,
Kasaragod, Technical Bulletin No:
73,p1e.

Thomas, R.J., Shareefa, M., Rajesh, M.

K., Nair, R. V., Jacob, P. M., Anitha
Karun and Thomas, G. V. 2012.
Twenty five years of research on
“Breeding for Resistance/
Tolerance to Coconut Root (wilt)
Disease”. CPCRI, Kasaragod.
Technical Bulletin No. 72.

Sujatha, S. and Bhat Ravi. 2012.

Maheswarappa, H.P., Impacts of vermicompost and

Krishnakumar, V., Srinivasa Extension folder

nitrogen, phosphorus, and Rajan, P., Nair, C.P.R.,

Reddy, D.V., Dhanapal, R. and
John Zachariah, T. 2012.
Performance of different
varieties/hybrids of black pepper
(Piper nigrum L.) as mixed crop in
coconut garden. J. Plantation Crops

potassium application on soil
fertility status in arecanut grown
onalaterite Soil. Commun. Soil Sci.
Plant Anal. 43 (18): 2400-2012.

Josephrajkumar, A. and
Chandrika Mohan. 2012. Nariyal
Patha Fring (Brontispa longissima)
Hindi translation by Sreelatha, K.
and Alka Gupta, Technical folder,
CPCRI publication.

Popular article
Anithakumari, P. 2012. Market and

40(2): 82-87.

Priya George, Alka Gupta, Murali Book Chapter

Gopal, ChandraMohanan, R., Litty
Thomas and George V. Thomas.
2012. In vitro antagonism of
rhizospheric fluorescent
pseudomonads of coconut against

coconut farmers. Indian Nalikera |.
3(6):32-34 (in Malayalam).

Krishnakumar, V., Kalavathi, S. and

George V. Thomas. Employment
through community based

6 | CPCRI News

Krishnakumar, V. and Potty, S.N.

Marjoram. In: Handbook of Herbs
and Spices. 2nd Edition, Vol. 2. (Ed.
K.V. Peter). Wood Head Publishing
Ltd., Cambridge, UK. pp: 336-365.




HUMAN RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT

Deputation abroad

Dr. R. Manimekalai, Sr.
Scientist (Biotech) visited CRI,

Sri Lanka during 23-07-2012 to

Training

29-07-2012. Dr.
Head and Principal Scientist,

CPCRI, RS, Kayamkulam

P.M. Jacob, visited Sri

Name of personnel and
Designation

Name of the Programme

Place & duration

Dr. P. Muralidharan,
Prog. Co-ordinator, KVK

Dr. C. Thamban, Sr. Scientist
(Agrl. Extension)

Dr. D. Jaganathan, Scientist

Dr. Chandran, K.P.,
Sr. Scientist (Ag. Statistics)

Mr. P. Ravindran,
Technical Officer

Dr. P. Subramanian,
Sr. Scientist

Dr. A.C. Mathew, Sr. Scientist
(SWC Engg.)

Mr. Rajeev M.S., SMS

Dr. Ravi Bhat,
Principal Scientist and
Dr. V. Krishnakumar,
Sr. Scientist (Agron.)

Mr. Nagaraja, N. R.
Scientist (Plant Breeding)

Shri M. Krishnan and Shri K.J.
Sebastian, Technical Assistants

Institutional innovations in Agr -
Extension for inclusive
growth

Training programme on
'Consultancy Projects
Management'

Training on 'Agricultural
Research Planning and Impact
Assessment'

Short course on Multimedia
Digital Content Development

Training on 'Instrumentation in
Pesticide Residue
Analysis'

Training Programme “Crop-
Weather Dynamics

Orientation meeting and
training on 'Assessment of
harvest and post harvest
losses of major crops and
commodities in India'

Preparation of Agromet
Advisory Services and use of
weather data

Training programme on
“General Management for
Scientists”

Applications of Bioinformatic
Tools for Crop Improvement
and Disease Diagnostics

Training on 'Capacity building
programme for technical
personnel'

NAARM, Hyderabad
01-08-2012 to 07-08-2012

NAARM, Hyderabad
07-08-2012 to 14-08-2012

IARI, New Delhi
17-8-2012 to 06-09-2012

NAARM, Hyderabad
22-08-2012 to 31-08-2012

NIPHM, Hyderabad
22-08-2012 to 11-09-2012

CRIDA, Hyderabad
24-08-2012 to 13-09-2012

ARS, RAU, Durgapur
03-09-2012 to 05-09-2012

CRIDA, Hyderabad
14-09-2012 to 15-09-2012

ASCI, Hyderabad
17-09-2012 to 28-09-2012

CPCRI, Kasaragod,
17-09-2012 to 26-09-2012

IIPA, New Delhi
24-09-2012 to 05-10-2012

7 | CPCRI News

Lanka as FAO
consultant during the period
from 31-07-2012 to 07-08-2012.




Short-course on Bioinformatics

The ICAR sponsored short
course on “Application of
bioinformatics tools for crop
improvement and disease
diagnostics” was conducted
from 17-9-2012 to 26-9-2012 at

Training Programme

A special training programme
on 'Value addition of coconut'
sponsored by Directorate of High
Value Agriculture Development
Agency, Andaman & Nicobar
Islands Administration, Port Blair
was organized at CPCRI,
Kasaragod during 30" September
to 5" October 2012. A total of 25
tribal farmers from the five islands
and four officials of the Directorate

of Agriculture attended the
training programme.

Trainees from Andaman & Nicobar
learning coconut nursery techniques

A special training programme
for farmers on 'Coconut Production
Technology' sponsored by Krishi
Bhavan, Teekoy under ATMA
project was conducted at CPCRI,
Kasaragod on 27-07-2012.

A special training programme
for members of women SHGs on
'Value addition of coconut'
sponsored by Nileshwar Block
panchayat and Department of
Agriculture was organized at
CPCRI, Kasaragod 10-07-2012.

CPCRI, Kasaragod. Twenty two
candidates  Scientists, Asst
Professors, Associate Professors,
and Professors from ICAR and
SAU system participated in the
training program.

ATMA trainees visiting
mixed farming unit

A special training programme
on 'Product diversification in
coconut' was organized at CPCRI,
Kasaragod 27-07-2012 for the
members of Agricultural Produce
Marketing Co-operative Society,
Tiptur.

One day training on 'Cocoa
pruning' for the farmers of Panaje,
Puttur taluk was organized at
CPCRI, RS, Vittal on 30-08-2012 in
which more than 60 farmers

attended. A training programme
on Integrated pest & disease
management of arecanut was
conducted at Agricultural Office,
Enmakaje on9-7-2012.

ey DU
Demonstration of cocoa pruning to
participants
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Trainees of the short-course with
resource persons at CPCRI, Kasaragod

TRANSFER OF TECHNOLOGY
;. # i [y, . AT B -

Under NABARD project on
'Integrated model coconut clusters
for improving livelihood security
in root (wilt) affected areas' skill
development training on plant
protection including training on
climbing was imported to 127
cluster members in six batches.
Three day training programme on
coconut food products was
imparted to 15 members for
establishing the coconut processing
unit. Eleven members of Coconut
Producers' Society, Chathanthara
were trained on advances in
coconut production techniques on
04-08-2012.

A training on IPM and IDM of
coconut for Agricultural Officers of
Pathanamthitta district was
conducted at FTC, Pandalam on 04-
07-2012. Another programme on
IPM and IDM in Coconut held for
45 Agricultural Officers from
Alappuzha District on 25-07-2012.
One day training on scientific
management of coconut gardens
was arranged by CPCRI, RS,
Kayamkulam for a batch of 15
Agricultural Assistants from FTC,
Pandalam on 12-07-2012. A
programme on Impact analysis and
laying out demonstrations to
ATMA staff was conducted at
Chingoli. One day training
programmes on flower
intercropping in coconut garden
line conducted for Kadakkarapally
panchayath on 7-7-2012, Harippad
Block on 13-7-2012 and




Ambalappuzha Block on 19-7-2012,
training on 'Farm level baculovirus
maintenance and multiplication by
coconut farmer groups' at Edava on
14-8-2012, programmes on 'Value
addition and income improvement
among small and marginal coconut
farmers - Group approaches' on17-
8-2012 at Edava panchayath,
Thiruvananthapuram on 5-9-2012
at Kalarcode, Alappuzha district.,
and on 25-9-2012 at Kadambanad,
Pathanamthitta district were
conducted. Training on "Integrated
management of red palm weevil in
coconut was imparted to farmer
group from Edava, on 7-9-2012 and
"Biocontrol agents in coconut pest
management" to Agricultural
Assistants on 12-07-2012. Besides, a
training programme on
“Hybridization technique in
coconut” was also conducted on 03-
09-2012 at Neriamangalam,
Ernakulam district.

A training was organised by
CPCRI, RC, Kahikuchi for farmers
at Mashroot, Jayantia Hills,
Meghalaya on “Scientific
cultivation of turmeric for

improvement in production and
quality” where more than 200
turmeric growers attended the
meeting.

Training programme at Meghalaya

A one day training programme
was arranged by RC, Kahikuchi at
Baramechia Basti, Jaygaon, Kalchini
block, Jalpaiguri on “Scientific
cultivation arecanut ” on 30-08-2012.
More than 40 farmers participated in
this training programme.

Diagnostic field visits

A diagnostic field visit was
conducted by a team of scientists
including Dr. K.B. Hebbar, Dr.
Chandrika Mohan and Dr.
Vinayaka Hegde, on 12-09-2012 to
different coconut gardens at
Tumkur, Karnataka in order to
examine the field problems
reported from this area. The team
identified incidence of stem
bleeding and basal stem rot disease
and infestation of coconut black
headed caterpillar as the major
problems and suggested adoption
of integrated pest and disease
management practices- as remedial

measures.

Basal stem rot affected coconut palm
and black headed caterpillar infected
coconut garden

A team of scientists comprising
Dr. Vinayaka Hegde and Dr. C.
Thamban, Sr. Scientists, visited
coconut gardens at Kakayanchal,
Cherupuzha in Kannur district on
09-07-2012 and suggested
technological options for solving
the field problems observed.

A team comprising of Dr V.
Krishnakumar, Dr A. Joseph
Rajkumar and Dr. Merin Babu
visited the coconut farm owned by
Sri. Ramakrishnan, MLA,
Cumbum, Theni district, Tamil
Nadu on 16-08-2012. Majority of
coconut palms (around 10,000
palms of East Coast Tall variety)
were showing extreme yellowing
on the outer whorls with hardly
few younger fronds exhibiting
greenish leaves. Nearly 10-15% of
the diseased palms were also seen
superimposed with the leaf rot

9 | CPCRI News

disease. Fertilizer, crop protection
and management measures were
recommended to overcome the

problems.
—

RWD affected coconut gardn
with underplanting

Cyber extension programmes

Scientist-Extension personnel-
Farmer interface programmes on
coconut farming, facilitated
through) videoconferencing, were
conducted in collaboration with
State Department of Agriculture,
Kerala involving scientists of
CPCRI at Kasaragod and extension
personnel at different locations.

Dr. George V. Thomas,
Director, CPCRI inaugurated the
interface programme on 01-08-
2012, officials from
Thiruvananthapuram, Kollam,
Alappuzha; interacting vittal Mr.
Ravindranathan and Mr. K. K
Chandran, Additional Directors of
Agriculture, Thiruvananthapuram
offered felicitations. Subsequent
intereactis were on 04-08-2012 from
Ernakulam, Thrissur, Palakkad; on
09-09-2012 from Kottayam, Idukky,
Pathanamthitta; on 07-09-2012
from Varkala; on 11-09-2012 from
Kundara; on 24-09-2012 from Tirur;
on 25-09-2012 from Valanchery; on

CPCRI Kasaragod




27-09-2012 from Vadakara and on
28-09-2012 from Kalpetta.

Farmer Innovators Meet

CPCRI, RS, Kayamkulam and
Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Alleppey
jointly organised a Farm
Innovators Meet on 30-07-2012 at
CPCRI, RS, Kayamkulam. Adv.
C.A. Anshad, President,
Krishnapuram Panchayath
inaugurated the programme. Five
innovators from Alleppey and
Trivandrum districts
demonstrated their innovations
and shared their experiences.

Farm innovator demonstrating his
tendernut cutter

Inauguration of Coconut
Processing Unit and Bio-agent
unit

Under the NABARD funded
project on Integrated Model
Coconut Clusters in root (wilt)
affected areas, a coconut processing
unit and a bio-agent Production
unit were established at
Thekkekkara. The units were
inaugurated by Adv. G.
Ajayakumar, President,

Thekkekkara Grama Panchayat on
25-08-12. The inaugural function

5

Inogucﬁon of Coconut processing
centre and bio-agent unit under
NABARD funded project at Thekkekkara

was broadcasted in the Vayalum
Veedum Programme of AIR,
Thiruvananthapuram on 31-08-12
and 02-09-12.

Radio Programmes
Dr. Ravi Bhat, Acting Head,

Crop Production, delivered a radio
talk in Kannada on Mixed cropping
of cocoa at AIR, Mangalore on 29-

08-2012.

A programme on
“Management of coconut
plantation for maximization of
yield and profit” was telecast on 14-
08-2012 in Krishi Darshan from
Jalpaiguri.

KVK, Kasaragod
Frontline demonstration
“Pratyasa” enters the mainfield

FLD on “Pratyasa”, the HYV of
paddy introduced by KVK,
Kasaragod in the district is in
progress. The variety has gained
wide appeal among the farmers
with its high yield of 6 t/ha during
the demonstration which is going
on in 6 ha of land belonging to 17
farmers of Manjeswar grama
panchayath.

Management of foot rot disease
of pepper using biocontrol
agents

As a part of the FLD, pepper
vines were sprayed with 1% BM
and Trichoderma enriched neem
cake + FYM were applied to pepper
basins. Method demonstration of
the management practice was
conducted in farmers fields on 25-8-
2012 atIriyanni- Kunieri.
Organic management of

Fusarium wilt disease in vanilla
The technique of spraying
Pseudomonas fluorescence and basal
application of Tricnoderma enriched
neem cake- FYM mixture was
demonstrated to the farmers for the
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organic management of Fusarium
wiltinvanilla.
Integrated farming system

As a part of IFS, planting

materials of fodder grass (var.
CO4), nutmeg and medicinal plants
(Kacholam, Koduveli and Aloe vera)
were supplied to the farmers for
encouraging intercropping in
coconut gardens for obtaining
economic benefits.
Ornamental fish culture
Ornamental guppies and Coi
carps were supplied to FLD
beneficiaries. Pangasius pangasius
from Matsyafed, Kannur has been
released into the demonstration
pond at KVK.

Onfarm trials

Different organic cultivation
practices of vegetables are being
demonstrated under OFT in Bhindi
(var. Salkeerthi), yardlong bean
(var. Jyothika), Amaranthus (var.
Arun) and Bittergourd (var. Preethi
and Priyanka). On site organic
manuring and organic pest control
trials were introduced. Training on
IDM practices in cocoa cultivation
and method demonstration on
Trichoderma multiplication in neem
cake and spraying of Pseudomonas
for controlling black pod disease of
cocoa in OFT farmers cocoa
gardens was organised on 14-8-
2012 at Delampady. Management
of rhizome rot of ginger through
biocontrol agents is another trial of
KVKatKarivedakam. On 25-8-2012
biocontrol practices were
introduced in the above fields.

“Friends of coconut”

The eleventh batch of “Friends
of coconut” completed their 6 days
training at KVK, Kasaragod on 25-
8-2012 to take up machine aided
coconut climbing as their career.




Training programmes

Training programmes on Bee
keeping, Coconut cultivation and
IPM in coconut, Colony
organisation and division of labour
in bee colonies, Rainy season
management of bee colonies,
Preparation of herbal pesticide,

addition of jackfruit and mango,
Mushroom production technology,
Communication skills and Group
dynamics, Organic cultivation of
vegetables, IDM practices in ginger
cultivation, IDM practices in cocoa
cultivation, Jasmine cultivation and

conducted by KVK, Kasaragod
during the period. Students from
VHSS, Karadka were given
vocational training on various topics
of agriculture from 3 to 15" of
September, 2012. A quiz programme
was also organised for the students

Value addition of coconut, Value Banana fibre extraction were on the concluding day.
Type of training | Number Male Female Total
Others SC/ST Others SC/ST Others SC/ST
On campus 19 250 261 511
Off campus 9 190 23 140 10 330 33
Vocational 3 40 25 65
TOTAL 31 480 23 426 10 906 33
KVK, Alleppey VIIL. The students of the Nature  Pratrhibha Hari inaugurated the
Inauguration of various units at club and Social Science club, who  society on21"July,2012.
Muttar village would be recording the = )
KVK -Alleppey is  observations, were given an | :

implementing the technology
demonstration components of the
Network project on 'National
Initiative on Climate Resilient
Agriculture' (NICRA). The project
is being implemented at Muttar
panchayath of Kuttanad region,
where different units/enterprises
have been initiated in the village
with participation of the concerned
stake holders.

A small weather station
comprising of a self recording rain
gauge and a single Stevenson's
screen with thermometers was
established at St. George's Higher
Secondary School, Muttar for the
benefit of farmers and students of
the project area. The small weather
station was inaugurated by Rev. Fr.
Sebastian Mannamthuruthel,
Manager, of the School on 21" July,
2012 in the presence of Dr. George
V. Thomas, Director, CPCRI and
Dr. S. Prabhukumar, ZPD, Zone

orientation and demonstration on
the same.

2 il
Inauguration of weather station ot Muttar

The dairy farmers in the area
were facing a major problem of lack of
marketing facilities for milk. KVK
Alleppey in convergence with the
Dairy Development Department and
Milma, revived the milk producer's
cooperative society which was not
functional for the last 12 years
benefitting about 50 milk
producers in Muttar. The District
Panchayath President Adv. U.
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Adyv. U. Prathibha Hari inaugurating
milk society at Muttar

Value addition unit for rice and
coconut products

A group of six women of the
project area were trained and
facilitated for taking up value
addition of coconut and paddy as
micro enterprise under the brand
name “Keerthi”. Dr. S. Prabhu
Kumar, ZPD, Zone VIII,
inaugurated the value addition
unit and sale of the products in a
public meeting held at St.Joseph's
auditorium at Muttar in the
presence of Dr. George V. Thomas,
Director, CPCRI. About 150
farmers of the project area attended
the function.




1 ani
Dr. S. Prabhu Kumar inaugurating
sale at value addition unit at Muttar
Mushroom production

Six mushroom units were
established producing a quintal of
mushroom worth Rs.20,000/- per
month under brand name “Muttar

Fresh Mushroom”. In order to
overcome the problem of non -
availability of quality spawn, a low
cost mushroom spawn production
unit which produces 150 - 200
packets of spawn per month was
alsosetup.

Dr. PM. Jacob, Head, CPCRI (RS),
Kayamkulam, performed the first
sale of branded mushroom

Seminar on Value addition and
Processing of Agricultural
Produce

In collaboration with IICPT,
Thanjavoor a one day seminar on
Value addition and processing of
agricultural produce was
organised at CPCRI, RS,
Kayamkulam on 06-09-2012. Smt.
Ambili Suresh, Chairperson,
Kayamkulam municipality
inaugurated the programme.
About 120 participants including
farmers, women SHG members,
representatives from various

Coconut Producers Society and
young entrepreneurs attended the
programme.

Frontline demonstrations

Field day of the FLD on
“Coconut leaf rot management”
was conducted at Devikulangara
on 16-07-2012. Thirty five farmers
and five extension officials
participated in the programme.
Field day on “CIDR treatment in
anoestrus cow” was conducted at
Devikulangara Milk Society on 27-
09-2012. Dr. Madhuri, Veterinary
Surgeon discussed the details of
technology in which thirty dairy
farmers attended.

Scientific Advisory Committee
(SAC) Meeting

The 11" SAC meeting of KVK
was conducted on 21-07-2012. Dr.
George V. Thomas, Director,
CPCRI presided over the meeting.
Dr. S. Prabhukumar, Zonal Project
Director, Bangalore, suggested to
initiate public - private partnership
mode for the functional efficiency
in agriculture and to formulate
programmes to attract and retain
rural youth in agricultural sector.
He also emphasised the need to
upgrade to 'Virtual KVKs in terms
of information and knowledge
sharing. KVK Newsletters were
released and Cue lure trap and
Banana special, technology
products were launched on the
occasion.

Dr. S. Prabhukumar, Project
Director, releasing publications
during SAC meeting
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Training programmes

Organized training
programmes benefitting a total
number of 530 farmers/rural
youths during the period.

Training | No of
batches

Participants

Men| Women | Total

Oncampus| 7 48 99 147

Off campus| 14 157 | 193 | 350

Vocational 1 2 7 9

Sponsored 1 22 2 24

Total 23 229 | 301 530

“Friends of coconut tree”

Six day residential training
programme “Friends of coconut
tree” sponsored by Coconut
development Board was
conducted from 17-09-2012 to 22-
09-2012. Twenty four trainees
attended the programme from
various Panchayaths of
Alappuzha district.

KVK-ATMA Linkage
Conducted one training
programme on “Upscaling of
successful technologies in
entomology” through KVK -
ATMA convergence for ATMA
field functionaries of Alleppey
district. Conducted an interaction
programme for BTM's of
Alleppey on various field
problems faced by the farmers.

Harithavruthantham- SMS
Service

A total of 10310 messages on
18 different topics like weather
forecasting, training details,
technology tips etc. were
delivered to various stakeholders
during the period. The messages
were sent both in English and

Malayalam.




SEMINARS / SYMPOSIA / CONFERENCES / WORKSHOPS / ATTENDED

Name of personnel and
Designation

Name of the Programme

Place & duration

Dr. D. Jaganathan
Scientist

Annual review meeting of
National Horticulture Mission
programme implemented by
Directorate of Arecanut and
Spices Development, Calicut

University of Agricultural
Sciences, GKVK Campus

18-19 July, 2012

Dr. George V. Thomas,
Director

Dr. H.P. Maheswarappa, PC
(Palms)

Dr. D. Balasimha

Dr. Muralidharan, and

Dr. Anitha Karun, Heads
Dr. K.S. Ananda, Sr. Scientist
Dr. V. Niral

Dr. Murali Gopal

Dr. P. Subramanian

D. B.A. Jerard

Dr. K. Subaharan

Dr. R. Manimekalai

Dr. S. Elain Apshara

Dr. V. Krishnakumar and

Dr. Merin Babu, Scientist

Dr. Chandrika Mohan, Sr. Scientists

21" Annual Group meeting of
AICRP on Palms

Agriculture College &
Research Institute,
Madurai

11-13 July, 2012

Dr. George V. Thomas,

Director

Dr. V. Niral and

Dr. R. Manimekalai, Sr. Scientists

16" COGENT Steering
Committee meeting

Kochi
8-10 July, 2012

NEW PROJECTS SANCTIONED

Project on “Refinement of
technology of green muscardine
fungus and participatory field
validation of integrated
biocontrol technology against
rhinoceros beetle of coconut,”
with an outlay of Rs. 19.866
lakhs, was sanctioned from
Coconut Development Board,
Kochi to Dr. Chandrika Mohan,
Sr. Scientist, RS, Kayamkulam
(Agri. Entomology) for three
years from 16-7-2012.

Project on “Generation and
analysis of expressed sequence
tags (ESTs) with reference to
root (wilt) disease of coconut,”
with an outlay of Rs. 14.70 lakhs,
was sanctioned from Kerala
State Council for Science,
Technology & Environment
(KSCSTE), Thiruvananthapuram
to Dr. M. Shareefa, Scientist
(Hort.), CPCRI, RS, Kayamkulam
for a period of three years from
September 2012.
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CELEBRATIONS

Independence Day

Independence Day was
celebrated at CPCRI headquarters,
Regional Stations and Research
Centres with traditional gaiety.

o o ety Py

DNy gl
Director delivering the
Independence Day speech after
hoisting the National Flag




Hindi Chetana Maas
celebrations

Hindi Chetana Maas was
inaugurated on 14-09-2012 at the
Institute. Hindi Fortnight, Hindi
Week and Hindi Day were also
celebrated at the other locations of
CPCRI. During this period various
competitions were arranged for
employees and school children. Dr.
George V. Thomas, Director
delivered the inaugural address at
Kasaragod. He also read out the
appeal by Dr. S. Ayyappan
Secretary (DARE) & DG, ICAR.
Shri Suresh Kumar, Chief
Administrative Officer welcomed
the gathering. Dr. C.P.V.
Vijayakumar, Prof. & Head
Department of Hindi, Central
University of Kerala, Vidyanagar
inaugurated the celebration and
briefed on the importance of Article
351 for the Development of Hindi
as an Official Language.

uguration of Hindi Chetana
Mass at Kasaragod

Ina

Hindi Fortnight was
celebrated at Vittal jointly with
TOLIC, Puttur from 14-09-2012 to
28-09-2012. It was inaugurated on
14-09-2012 by Shri Vishnu Bhat,
Hindi, Asst. Professor, St.
Philomena College. Coln. D.G. Bhat
(Retd.) was the chief guest and Dr.
P.L. Saroj, Director, DCR, Puttur
presided over the function. Hindi
fortnight was also celebrated at
CPCRI, RC, Kidu from 14-10-2012
to 29-09-2012. Dr. K.S. Ananda,
Head, RS, Vittal presided over the
valedictory function.

Inauguration of Hindi Fortnight at Vittal

Hindi Week has been
celebrated at CPCRI, RS,
Kayamkulam from 14th September
2012 to 20" September 2012. Dr.
V.K. Chaturvedi, Acting Head
presided over the function. Shri
G.V. Nair, AAO administered the
pledge. On 20th September 2012,
Dr. Meera, HoD (Hindi), S.N.
College, Kollam was the chief
guest.

At RC, Mohitnagar, Hindi
Week was celebrated from 14th
Sept. to 24th September. Hindi
awareness programmes for the
staff were organized during this
period. The Hindi week celebration
concluded on 24" September, 2012
during which Sri Naveen Kumar
Yadav, Asst. Director (Rajbhasha),
Department of Income Tax,
Jalpaiguri, was the as chief guest.

Onam celebrations

Onam Day celebration was
organized by the Recreation Club at
CPCRI Kasaragod on 23-08-2012
with various programmes such as
'Pookkalam' competition,
'Pulikkali', 'Tug of war’,

'Onassadya’, and 'Uriyati'. Dr. V.
Gopinathan, Principal, IHRD
Model College, Madikkai and
Former Deputy Director of
Collegiate Education was the chief
guest.

' > 3
Prof. V. Gopinathan Inaugurating the
Onam celebrations at CPCRI,
Kasaragod

OTHER INFORMATION

Town Official Language Implementation Committee meeting

Half yearly meeting of the
TOLIC, Kasaragod was conducted
on 14th August 2012 under the
chairmanship of Dr. George V.
Thomas, Director CPCRI and

Chairman, TOLIC. Sri P.
Vijayakumar, Asst. Director
(Implementation), Regional
Implementation Office (Dept. of
Official Language) Kochi was

present. Thirty two members from
different Central Govt.
offices/Banks/Public sector
organisations attended the
meeting.

COMMERCIALISATION OF TECHNOLOGY

Coconut chips is a highly
nutritious and innovative food
product. Being a non-fried ready-
to-consume item, it can be served

as snacks or used in
confectionaries. The coconut chips
production technology has been
transferred (non-exclusively) to
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M/s Evergreen Enterprises,
Tirupur, Tamil Nadu for a period of
ten years on payment of fees or
Rs.10,000/-.




Shri. Sureshkumar, Chief Administrative Officer

Shri Suresh
Kumar has taken the
charge of Chief
Administrative

22-08-2012. He is a Post Graduate in
Economics from Raja University,
Jaipur. He has more than twenty
years of service in ICAR, where his

PERSONALIA

Godhra on 13-4-1992. He has also
served in IVRI (RS), Bhopal, CIFE,
Mumbai, NBPGR, New Delhi,
NBSS & LUP, Nagpur for different

Officer at CPCRI on  career started at CIAH (RS), tenures.
APPOINTMENT
Name of the official Designation Location w.ef.
Dr. KS. Ananda, Principal Head CPCRI RS Vittal 10-09-2012
Scientist
TRANSFER
Name of the staff /
Designation From (Place) To (Place) w.ef.
Dr. Rajkumar, Scientist
(Nematology) NBAII, Bangalore CPCRI, Kasaragod 02-07-2012
Shri Arivalagan, Scientist .
(Biochem.) NBPGR, New Delhi CPCRI, Kasargod 06-07-2012
Dr. Ravi Bhat, Principal Scientist CPCRL RS, Vittal CPCRI, Kasaragod 12-07-2012
(Agron.)
Shri Suresh Kumar, Chief .
¢ CPCRI, K d _08-
Administrative Officer CIFE, Mumbat 2EENE 22-08-2012
Sl P, Kl Netls CPCRI, RS, Vittal CPCRI, RC, Kidu 06-09-2012
Assistant
Shri N. Udayakumar, LDC CPCRI, RC, Kidu CPCRI, Kasargod 07-09-2012
PROMOTION
Name of the staff From (Designation) To (Designation) w.e.f.
Shri Avrajyothi Ghosh Technical Officer (T-5) Technical Officer (T-6) 24-11-2010
Dr. C.G.N. Namboothiri Technical Officer (T-5) Technical Officer (T-6) 27-03-2011
Smt. K. Sreelatha Technical Officer (T-5) Technical Officer (T-6) 29-06-2011
Shri Chandra Nairy Technical Asst (T4) Technical Officer (T-5) 01-07-2010
Shri B.M. Vidyadhar Pharmacist (T-4) Technical Officer (T-5) 29-06-2011
Shri G.A.M. Muthu Asst. Admin. Officer Administrative Officer 27-09-2012
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RETIREMENT

Name Designation Place Superannuation on
Shri Ammu Edacherry 559 CPCRI, Kasaragod 31-07-2012
Shri K. Purushothaman SSS CPCRI, RS, Kayamkulam 31-07-2012
Dr. P.M. Jacob Head & Principal Scientist CPCRI, RS, Kayamkulam 31-08-2012

Princpal Scientist and Former

Dr. D. Balasimha Head CPCRI, RS, Vittal 31-09-2012
Shri G.A.M. Muthu Admin. Officer CPCRI, Kasaragod 31-09-2012
Smt. Leela Private Secretary CPCRI, RS, Kayamkulam 31-09-2012
Smt. Seetha SSS CPCRI, RS, Vittal 31-09-2012
RESIGNATION
Name Designation Place w.e.f.
Dr. S. Sarath Babu Scientist (Pl. Pathology) CPCRI, RS, Vittal 30-08-2012
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