




World Coconut Day celebrated

Various programmes were 

conducted as part of World 

Coconut Day celebration at Central 

Plantation Crops Research Institute 

(CPCRI), Kasaragod. National level 

essay writing competition for 

under graduate B. Sc. (Agri.)/ B. Sc. 

(Hort.) students on the theme 

'Inclusive growth and sustainable 

development of coconut sector in 

India', painting competition for 

school children, quiz competition 

for Vocation Higher Secondary 

(Agri.) students, quiz competition 

for rural youth trained on coconut 

climbing using mechanical device, 

demonstration on safety device for 

coconut climbing device and 

interface programme on coconut 

Dr. H.P. Singh, DDG (Hort.), ICAR, 
New Delhi inaugurating the 

Group Meeting
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Shri K.P. Mohanan, Minister for 
Agriculture, Government of 

Kerala delivering the velidictory  address

farming involving scientists, 

farmers and coconut climbers were 

organised. Shri K. P. Mohanan, 

Hon'ble Minister for Agriculture, 

Kerala State, inaugurated the 

valedictory function on 6th 

September  2012.  Adv.  P .P.  

S h y a m a l a d e v i ,  P r e s i d e n t ,  

Kasaragod District Panchayat, 

presided over the function.

Dr. H.P. Maheswarappa, Project 

Coordinator (Palms) presented the 

Coordinator's Report.  Dr. H.P. 

Singh, Deputy Director General, 

ICAR, New Delhi inaugurated the 

Meeting. In his address, he 

highlighted the importance of 

horticultural crops in improving 

the livelihood of people. Dr. P. 

Subbian, acting Vice-Chancellor of 

T a m i l  N a d u  A g r i c u l t u r a l  

University in his presidential 

address emphasized that a new 

platform on natural fibres launched 

by ICAR in the XII five year plan 

would give more impetus to 

coconut cult ivat ion.  Dr.  P.  

Rethinam, Former Executive 

Director of Asian Pacific Coconut 

Community offered felicitations. 

As a token of motivation and 

encouragement to the AICRP 

scientists, best AICRP award 

sponsored by Lt. Amith  Singh 

Memorial Foundation, New Delhi 

was given to HRS, Ambajipeta, for 

their excellent contributions in 

coconut research. 

 The Plenary Session was 

chaired by Dr. George V. Thomas, 

Director CPCRI and co-chaired by 

Dr. K. Vairavan, Dean, AC & RI, 

Madurai. The Group Meeting has 

r e c o m m e n d e d  t h e  c o c o n u t  

selections, viz. IND 045S, IND 048S 

and IND 058S were proposed by 

CPCRI for release. Promising 

coconut based medicinal crop 

combinations were recommended 

for commercial adoption at the 

respective regions. Ambajipeta -   

P a l m a r o s a ,  m a n g o  g i n g e r ,  

patchouli, citronella; Aliyarnagar – 

A l p i n i a  g a l a n g a ,  L e m o n  

grass(Cymbopogon flexuosus) ,  

Patchouli; Arsikere – Lemon grass 

(Cymbopogon flexuosus), garden rue 

(Ruta graveolens), tulsi (Ocimum 

sanctum), kalmegh (Andrographis 

paniculata), arrow root (Maranta 

arundinaceae) and makoi (Solanum 

nigrum); Kahikuchi – Pipali, 

P a t c h o u l i ,  C i t r o n e l l a ,  

S a r p a g a n d h a ;  M o n d o u r i  –  

Sarpagandha,  Aswagandha,  

Arrowroot; Ratnagiri - Sathavari, 

Adulsa, Arrow root, Lemon grass, 

Citronella; Veppankulam – Aloe 

vera, Alpinia galangal, Ocimum 

sanctum; and Jagadalpur - Stevia, 

Amahaldi, Sarpagandha,Tikhur, 

Patchouli. 

Hon. Minister also unveiled the 

safety belt developed by CPCRI 

which a life saving necessity for 

coconut climbers. A woman-trainee 

of 'Friends of coconut' training 

programme received the first safety 

device from the minister.

H o n ' b l e  M i n i s t e r  f o r  

Agriculture distributed prizes to 

winners of various competitions. In 

his inaugural address,  Shri 

Mohanan hailed the contributions 

of CPCRI for the development of 

coconut sector through its research 

achievements. The minister and 

other guests visited the Agro- 

Processing Complex of  the 

Institute.

Hon'ble Agriculture Minister 
handing over the safety device to 
woman trainee who has taken up 

palm climbing as a profession



One day seminar on Breeding for 

Resistance

A one day seminar was 

conducted on 24-08-2012 at 

C P C R I ,  R e g i o n a l  S t a t i o n ,  

Kayamkulam on 'Twenty five 

years of research on breeding 

for resistance to root (wilt) 

disease of coconut'.  Shri P. J. 

Joseph, Hon'ble Minister for 

Water  Resources ,  Govt .  of  

K e r a l a ,  i n  h i s  i n a u g u r a l  

speech, appreciated the efforts 

done by CPCRI especially in 

selecting disease-free mother 

palms in 'disease hotspots' and 

a l s o  h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e  

performance of T x T progenies 

i n  h i s  o w n  g a r d e n  a t  

Thodupuzha. Dr. George V. 

T h o m a s ,  D i r e c t o r ,  C P C R I  

delivered the keynote address. 

Technical bulletins viz., 'Twenty 

five years of research on 'Breeding 

for resistance/tolerance to coconut 

r o o t  ( w i l t )  d i s e a s e ' ,  ' P e s t  

management in coconut nursery' 

and a folder in Hindi on 'Bronstipa 

management in coconut' were 

released by the chief guest.

T h e r e  w e r e  f i v e  

presentations in the afternoon 

t e c h n i c a l  s e s s i o n  v i z . ,  

'Resistant varieties to coconut 

root (wilt) disease'   'Hotspot 

breeding  programme: Genesis 

a n d  P r o g r e s s '  ' R a p i d  

m u l t i p l i c a t i o n  o f  r e l e a s e d  

varieties of coconut' 'Current 

s t a t u s  o f  t h e  P r o j e c t  o n  

Breeding for resistance to  root 

( w i l t )  d i s e a s e '  ' M o l e c u l a r  

markers for identification of 

genes for resistance'

Seminar  on 'Chal lenges 

and prospects of arecanut and 

cocoa  under  the  changing  

c l i m a t e  s c e n a r i o '  w a s  

One day seminar on cocoa

Shri P.J. Joseph, Hon'ble Minister for 
Water Resources, Govt. of Kerala 

inaugurating the Seminar

Shri. M. Srinivas Achar inaugurating
cocoa seminar at Vittal
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Prof. Indrani Karunasagar, delivering 
ICAR Foundation Day lecture

organized on 25-09-2012 at 

CPCRI, RS, Vittal. 54 delegates 

including scientists, farmers, 

officials from KVKs, CAMPCO, 

Department of Horticulture 

and Cadbury India Ltd. had 

participated in the seminar. 

Shri Manchi Srinivas Achar, 

President, All India Arecanut 

G r o w e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  

inaugurated the seminar. Dr. 

George V. Thomas, Director, 

CPCRI, Kasaragod presided over 

the function and he emphasized the 

importance of cropping system 

approach,  organic  farming,  

nutrient management, value 

addition and mechanization to 

increase the productivity and 

profitability of  farming. Dr. P. L. 

Saroj, Director, Directorate of 

Cashew Research, Puttur, Dr. H. P. 

M a h e s w a r a p p a ,  P r o j e c t  

Coordinator, AICRP (Palms), 

CPCRI, Kasaragod, Mr. N. T. Bhat, 

Former Joint Director, CPCRI, 

Regional Station, Vittal and Dr. 

Homey Cheriyan, Director (Actg.), 

Directorate of Arecanut and Spices  

Development, Calicut were the 

guests of honour. Dr. D. Balasimha, 

Principal Scientist, Regional 

Station, Vittal delivered keynote 

address on the topic 'Impact of 

climate change on plantation 

crops'. 

ICAR Foundation Day celebrated

ICAR Foundation Day was 
thcelebrated at RS, Vittal on 16  July, 

2012. Dr. Indrani Karunasagar, 

Professor and Head, Dept of 

Fisheries Microbiology, Fisheries 

College, Mangalore was the chief 

guest and delivered a special 

lecture on “Infection Vs Diseases: 

N o v e l  a p p r o a c h e s  a n d  

understanding of issues in health 

management” .  Dur ing  th i s  

occasion, painting competition for 

Primary and High School students 

was conducted. Besides, a quiz 

programme was also conducted for 

the staff members. 











A one day training programme 

was arranged by RC, Kahikuchi at 

Baramechia Basti, Jaygaon, Kalchini 

block, Jalpaiguri on “Scientific 

cultivation arecanut ” on 30-08-2012. 

More than 40 farmers participated in 

this training programme.
Videoconferencing from

CPCRI Kasaragod
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Basal stem rot affected coconut palm
and black headed caterpillar infected

coconut garden

A team of scientists comprising 
Dr. Vinayaka Hegde and Dr. C. 
Thamban, Sr. Scientists, visited 
coconut gardens at Kakayanchal, 
Cherupuzha in Kannur district on 
0 9 - 0 7 - 2 0 1 2  a n d  s u g g e s t e d  
technological options for solving 
the field problems observed.

A team comprising of Dr V. 
Krishnakumar, Dr A. Joseph 
Rajkumar and Dr. Merin Babu 
visited the coconut farm owned by 
S r i .  R a m a k r i s h n a n ,  M L A ,  
Cumbum, Theni district, Tamil 
Nadu on 16-08-2012. Majority of 
coconut palms (around 10,000 
palms of East Coast Tall variety) 
were showing extreme yellowing 
on the outer whorls with hardly 
few younger fronds exhibiting 
greenish leaves.  Nearly 10-15% of 
the diseased palms were also seen 
superimposed with the leaf rot 

Cyber extension programmes

Scientist-Extension personnel-
Farmer interface programmes on 
coconut farming, facilitated 
through) videoconferencing, were 
conducted in collaboration with 
State Department of Agriculture, 
Kerala involving scientists of 
CPCRI at Kasaragod and extension 
personnel at different locations.

Dr .  George V.  Thomas,  
Director, CPCRI inaugurated the 
interface programme on 01-08-
2 0 1 2 ,  o f f i c i a l s  f r o m  
Thiruvananthapuram, Kollam, 
Alappuzha; interacting vittal Mr. 
Ravindranathan and Mr. K. K. 
Chandran, Additional Directors of 
Agriculture, Thiruvananthapuram 
offered felicitations. Subsequent 
intereactis were on 04-08-2012 from 
Ernakulam, Thrissur, Palakkad; on 
09-09-2012 from Kottayam, Idukky, 
Pathanamthitta; on 07-09-2012 
from Varkala; on 11-09-2012 from 
Kundara; on 24-09-2012 from Tirur; 
on 25-09-2012 from Valanchery; on 

Diagnostic field visits 

A diagnostic field visit was 
conducted by a team of scientists 
including Dr. K.B. Hebbar, Dr. 
Chandrika  Mohan and Dr .  
Vinayaka Hegde, on 12-09-2012 to 
different coconut gardens at 
Tumkur, Karnataka in order to 
examine the field problems 
reported from this area. The team 
identified incidence of stem 
bleeding and basal stem rot disease 
and infestation of coconut black 
headed caterpillar as the major  
problems and suggested adoption 
of integrated pest and disease 
management practices- as remedial 
measures.

Training programme at Meghalaya

Ambalappuzha Block on 19-7-2012,  
training on 'Farm level baculovirus 
maintenance and multiplication by 
coconut farmer groups' at Edava on 
14-8-2012, programmes on 'Value 
addition and income improvement 
among small and marginal coconut 
farmers – Group approaches' on 17-
8-2012 at Edava panchayath, 
Thiruvananthapuram on  5-9-2012 
at Kalarcode, Alappuzha district., 
and on 25-9-2012 at Kadambanad, 
Pathanamthitta district were 
conducted. Training on "Integrated 
management of red palm weevil in 
coconut was imparted to farmer 
group from Edava, on 7-9-2012 and 
"Biocontrol agents in coconut pest 
management" to Agricultural 
Assistants on 12-07-2012. Besides, a 
t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m m e  o n  
“Hybridization technique in 
coconut” was also conducted on 03-
09-2012 at  Neriamangalam, 
Ernakulam district.

A training was organised by 
CPCRI, RC, Kahikuchi for farmers 
at Mashroot, Jayantia Hills, 
M e g h a l a y a  o n  “ S c i e n t i f i c  
cult ivat ion of  turmeric  for  
improvement in production and 
quality” where more than 200 
turmeric growers attended the 
meeting.

RWD affected coconut garden 
with underplanting

disease. Fertilizer, crop protection 
and management measures were 
recommended to overcome the 
problems.



Inauguration of Coconut processing 
centre and bio-agent unit under 

NABARD funded project at  Thekkekkara
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Inaugurat ion  of  Coconut  

Processing Unit and Bio-agent 

unit 
Under the NABARD funded 

project on Integrated Model 

Coconut Clusters in root (wilt) 

affected areas, a coconut processing 

unit and a bio-agent Production 

u n i t  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  

Thekkekkara. The units were 

i n a u g u r a t e d  b y  A d v .  G .  

A j a y a k u m a r ,  P r e s i d e n t ,  

Thekkekkara Grama Panchayat on 

25-08-12. The inaugural function 

27-09-2012 from Vadakara and on 
28-09-2012 from Kalpetta.

CPCRI, RS, Kayamkulam and 
Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Alleppey 
j o i n t l y  o r g a n i s e d  a  F a r m  
Innovators Meet on 30-07-2012 at 
CPCRI, RS, Kayamkulam. Adv. 
C . A .  A n s h a d ,  P r e s i d e n t ,   
K r i s h n a p u r a m  P a n c h a y a t h  
inaugurated the programme. Five 
innovators from Alleppey and 
T r i v a n d r u m  d i s t r i c t s  
demonstrated their innovations 
and shared their experiences.

Farmer Innovators Meet

Farm innovator demonstrating his 
tendernut cutter

was broadcasted in the Vayalum 

Veedum Programme of AIR, 

Thiruvananthapuram on 31-08-12 

and 02-09-12.

Dr. Ravi Bhat, Acting Head, 

Crop Production, delivered a radio 

talk in Kannada on Mixed cropping 

of cocoa at AIR, Mangalore on 29-

08-2012.
A  p r o g r a m m e  o n  

“ M a n a g e m e n t  o f  c o c o n u t  

plantation for maximization of 

yield and profit” was telecast on 14-

08-2012 in Krishi Darshan from 

Jalpaiguri.

FLD on “Pratyasa”, the HYV of 

paddy introduced by KVK, 

Kasaragod in the district is in 

progress. The variety has gained 

wide appeal among the farmers 

with its high  yield of 6 t/ha during 

the demonstration which is going 

on in 6 ha of land belonging to 17 

farmers of Manjeswar grama 

panchayath.

As a part of the FLD, pepper 

vines were sprayed with 1% BM 

and Trichoderma enriched neem 

cake + FYM were applied to pepper 

basins. Method demonstration of 

the management practice was 

conducted in farmers fields on 25-8-

2012 at Iriyanni- Kunieri.

The technique of spraying 

Pseudomonas fluorescence and basal 

application of Tricnoderma enriched 

neem cake- FYM mixture was 

demonstrated to the farmers for the 

Radio Programmes

Front line demonstration

KVK, Kasaragod

 “Pratyasa” enters the mainfield

Management of foot rot disease 

of pepper using biocontrol 

agents

O r g a n i c  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  

Fusarium wilt disease in vanilla

organic management of Fusarium 

wilt in vanilla.

As a part of IFS, planting 

materials of fodder grass (var. 

CO4), nutmeg and medicinal plants 

(Kacholam, Koduveli and Aloe vera) 

were supplied to the farmers for 

encouraging intercropping in 

coconut gardens for obtaining 

economic benefits. 

Ornamental guppies and Coi 

carps were supplied to FLD 

beneficiaries. Pangasius pangasius 

from Matsyafed, Kannur has been 

released into the demonstration 

pond at KVK.

Different organic cultivation 

practices of vegetables are being 

demonstrated under OFT in Bhindi 

(var. Salkeerthi), yardlong bean 

(var. Jyothika),  Amaranthus (var. 

Arun) and Bittergourd (var. Preethi 

and Priyanka). On site organic 

manuring and organic pest control 

trials were introduced. Training on 

IDM practices in cocoa cultivation 

and method demonstration on 

Trichoderma multiplication in neem 

cake and spraying of  Pseudomonas 

for controlling black pod disease of 

cocoa in OFT farmers  cocoa 

gardens was organised on 14-8-

2012 at Delampady. Management 

of rhizome rot of ginger through 

biocontrol agents is another trial of 

KVK at Karivedakam. On 25-8-2012 

b i o c o n t r o l  p r a c t i c e s  w e r e  

introduced in the above fields.

The eleventh batch of “Friends 

of coconut” completed their 6 days 

training at KVK, Kasaragod on 25-

8-2012 to take up machine aided 

coconut climbing as their career.

Integrated farming system

Ornamental fish culture

On farm trials 

“Friends of coconut”



Training programmes on Bee 

keeping, Coconut cultivation and 

I P M  i n  c o c o n u t ,  C o l o n y  

organisation and division of labour 

in bee colonies, Rainy season 

management of bee colonies, 

Preparation of herbal pesticide, 

Value addition of coconut, Value 

Training programmes

addition of jackfruit and mango, 

Mushroom production technology, 

Communication skills and Group 

dynamics, Organic cultivation of 

vegetables, IDM practices in ginger 

cultivation, IDM practices in cocoa 

cultivation, Jasmine cultivation and 

Banana fibre extraction  were 

conducted by KVK, Kasaragod 

during the period. Students from 

VHSS, Karadka were given 

vocational training on various topics 
rd thof agriculture from 3  to 15  of 

September, 2012. A quiz programme 

was also organised for the students 

on the concluding day.

KVK, Alleppey

Inauguration of various units at

Muttar village

K V K  – A l l e p p e y  i s  

implementing the technology 

demonstration components of the 

Network project on 'National 

Initiative on Climate Resilient 

Agriculture' (NICRA). The project 

is being implemented at Muttar 

panchayath of Kuttanad region, 

where different units/enterprises 

have been initiated in the village 

with participation of the concerned 

stake holders.

A small weather station 

comprising of a self recording rain 

gauge and a single Stevenson's 

screen with thermometers was 

established at St. George's Higher 

Secondary School, Muttar for the 

benefit of farmers and students of 

the project area. The small weather 

station was inaugurated by Rev. Fr. 

Sebastian Mannamthuruthel, 
stManager, of the School on 21  July, 

2012 in the presence of Dr. George 

V. Thomas, Director, CPCRI and 

Dr. S. Prabhukumar, ZPD, Zone 

VIII.. The students of the Nature 

club and Social Science club, who 

w o u l d  b e  r e c o r d i n g  t h e  

observations, were given an 

orientation and demonstration on 

the same.

Adv. U. Prathibha Hari inaugurating 
milk society at Muttar

Value addition unit for rice and 

coconut products 

A group of six women of the 

project area were trained and 

facilitated for taking up value 

addition of coconut and paddy as 

micro enterprise under the brand 

name “Keerthi”.  Dr. S. Prabhu 

K u m a r ,  Z P D ,  Z o n e  V I I I ,  

inaugurated the value addition 

unit and sale of the products in a 

public meeting held at St.Joseph's 

auditorium at Muttar in the 

presence of Dr. George V. Thomas, 

Director, CPCRI. About 150 

farmers of the project area attended 

the function.

The dairy farmers in the area 

were facing a major problem of lack of 

marketing facilities for milk. KVK 

Alleppey in convergence with the 

Dairy Development Department and 

Milma, revived the milk producer's 

cooperative society which was not 

functional for the last 12 years 

b e n e f i t t i n g  a b o u t  5 0  m i l k  

producers in Muttar. The District 

Panchayath President Adv. U. 

Inauguration of weather station at Muttar

Type of training Number Male Female Total

Others SC/ST Others SC/ST Others SC/ST

19 250 261 511

9 190 23 140 10 330 33

3 40 25 65

On campus

Off campus

Vocational

TOTAL 31 480 23 426 10 906 33
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Pratrhibha Hari inaugurated the 
stsociety on 21  July, 2012. 



Dr. S. Prabhu Kumar inaugurating
sale at value addition unit at Muttar

Six mushroom units were 

established producing a quintal of 

mushroom worth Rs.20,000/- per 

month under brand name “Muttar 

Fresh Mushroom”. In order to 

overcome the problem of non – 

availability of quality spawn, a low 

cost mushroom spawn production 

unit which produces 150 – 200 

packets of spawn per month was 

also set up. 

Mushroom production

Seminar on Value addition and 

Processing of Agricultural 

Produce

In collaboration with IICPT, 

Thanjavoor a one day seminar on 

Value addition  and processing of 

a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c e  w a s  

o r g a n i s e d  a t  C P C R I ,  R S ,  

Kayamkulam on 06-09-2012. Smt. 

Ambili Suresh, Chairperson, 

K a y a m k u l a m  m u n i c i p a l i t y  

inaugurated the programme. 

About 120 participants including 

farmers, women SHG members, 

representatives from various 

Training programmes 

O r g a n i z e d  t r a i n i n g  

programmes benefitting a total 

number of 530 farmers/rural 

youths during the period. 

Training No of 
batches

Participants

Men Women Total

On campus 7 48 99 147

Off campus 14 157 193 350

Vocational 1 2 7 9

Sponsored 1 22 2 24

Total 23 229 301 530
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Dr. S. Prabhukumar, Project 
Director, releasing publications 

during SAC meeting

Dr. P.M. Jacob, Head, CPCRI (RS), 
Kayamkulam, performed the first 

sale of branded mushroom

Coconut Producers Society and 

young entrepreneurs attended the 

programme.

Field day of the FLD on 

“Coconut leaf rot management” 

was conducted at Devikulangara 

on 16-07-2012. Thirty five farmers 

and five extension officials 

participated in the programme. 

Field day on “CIDR treatment in 

anoestrus cow” was conducted at 

Devikulangara Milk Society on 27-

09-2012. Dr. Madhuri, Veterinary 

Surgeon discussed the details of 

technology in which thirty dairy 

farmers attended.

thThe 11  SAC meeting of KVK 

was conducted on 21-07-2012. Dr. 

George V. Thomas, Director, 

CPCRI presided over the meeting. 

Dr. S. Prabhukumar, Zonal Project 

Director, Bangalore, suggested to 

initiate public - private partnership 

mode for the functional efficiency 

in agriculture and to formulate 

programmes to attract and retain 

rural youth in agricultural sector. 

He also emphasised the need to 

upgrade to 'Virtual KVKs in terms 

of information and knowledge 

sharing.KVK Newsletters were 

released and Cue lure trap and 

Banana special ,  technology 

products were launched on the 

occasion.

Frontline demonstrations

Scientific Advisory Committee 

(SAC) Meeting

“Friends of coconut tree”

KVK-ATMA Linkage

Harithavruthantham- SMS 

Service

Six day residential training 

programme “Friends of coconut 

tree” sponsored by Coconut 

d e v e l o p m e n t  B o a r d  w a s  

conducted from 17-09-2012 to 22-

09-2012. Twenty four trainees 

attended the programme from 

v a r i o u s  P a n c h a y a t h s  o f  

Alappuzha district.

Conducted one training 

programme on “Upscaling of 

s u c c e s s f u l  t e c h n o l o g i e s  i n  

entomology” through KVK – 

ATMA convergence for ATMA 

field functionaries of Alleppey 

district. Conducted an interaction 

p r o g r a m m e  f o r  B T M ' s  o f  

Al leppey  on  var ious  f i e ld  

problems faced by the farmers.

A total of 10310 messages on 

18 different topics like weather 

forecasting, training details, 

t e c h n o l o g y  t i p s  e t c .  w e r e  

delivered to various stakeholders 

during the period. The messages 

were sent both in English and 

Malayalam. 












