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CPCRI participates in ICAR – Industry
Meet – 2010

CPCRI has participated in the ICAR – Industry Meet – 2010
held during 28-29 July, 2010 at NAS Complex, New Delhi.
Shri Sharad Pawar, Hon’ble Minister of Agriculture,
Consumer Affairs, Food & Public Distribution, Prof. K.V.
Thomas, Hon’ble Minister of State of Agriculture, Consumer
Affairs, Food & Public Distribution, Dr. S. Ayyappan,
Secretary DARE & DG ICAR, Dr. H.P. Singh, Deputy
Director General (Hort.), Dr. S. Rajan, Asst. Director General
(H-I) visited the Institute stall. Dr. T. Vidhan Singh,
Sr. Scientist (FM&P. Engg.) and Chairman of Institute
Technology Management Unit briefed the dignitories on the
technologies and products developed by the Institute. The
marketable technologies for value added products such as
snowball tendernut, coconut chips, virgin coconut oil by hot
and cold process and machineries like tender nut punch/
cutter devices were showcased on the occassion. The
dignitories and delegates from the agro-processing industries
have evinced keen interest in these technologies. Hopefully,
the fruits of this initiative will be visible shortly in the coconut
sector also.

Prof. K.V. Thomas, Hon. Minister of State for
Agriculture visits CPCRI Kasaragod

Prof. K.V. Thomas, Hon’ble Union Minister of State for
Agriculture, Consumer Affairs, Food & Public Distribution,
visited CPCRI, Kasaragod and the KVK on 2-7-2010. He
visited various laboratories and the Agro-processing Centre
and various experimental plots under the Institute. Dr. George
V. Thomas, Director, CPCRI made a presentation on the
activities and research achievements of the institute. Hon’ble
Minister was also appraised of the KVK activities
encompassing training programmes, frontline
demonstrations, on-farm testings, women’s cell activities and
other TOT programmes.

Shri Sharad Pawar, Hon’ble Union Minister at the CPCRI stall

during ICAR – Industry Meet - 2010

Prof. K.V. Thomas, Hon’ble Minister observing performance of

palm climbing device

Hon’ble Minister during interactive meeting with the scientists
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Shri. Mullakkara Ratnakaran, Hon’ble Minister for Agriculture,

Govt. of Kerala inaugurating the Technology Week

celebrations

Training on seasonal fruit processing at KVK Shri K.C. Venugopal, M.P. addressing the gathering

The Hon’ble minister addressed the scientists of the Institute
and expressed his appreciation for the outstanding research
achievements of CPCRI & its KVK. He desired that further
efforts be made for enhancing the availability of disease -
free planting materials , popularizing dwarf varieties
considering the shortage of climbers and commercialization
of tissue cultured planting material production in arecanut.
To make coconut and arecanut farming more remunerative,
he urged the farmers to cultivate intercrops and adopt the
integrated farming system developed by the Institute.

Kalpakam - 2010 organized by KVK Alleppey

Technology Week and World Coconut Day celebrations, a
four day programme jointly organized by Krishi Vigyan
Kendra, Alleppey and Central Plantation Crops Research
Institute Regional Station, Kayamkulam was inaugurated
on September 1, 2010 by  Shri Mullakkara Ratnakaran,
Hon’ble Minister for Agriculture, Govt of Kerala. The
meeting was presided over by Shri R. Hali, formerly
Director of Agriculture, Govt. Of Kerala. Dr. George V.
Thomas, Director, CPCRI, Kasaragod welcomed the

gathering and Dr. S. Prabhu Kumar, Zonal Project Director,
Bangalore delivered the keynote address. Three award
winning farmers from the District in agriculture and animal
husbandry enterprises were honoured on the occasion by
the Hon’ble Minster. Smt. K. Kusumam, Principal
Agricultural Officer,  Alappuzha inaugurated the
agricultural exhibition. Extension publications were also
released on the occasion. The inaugural session was
followed by a Scientist-Farmer Interface with Shri R. Hali
as moderator. Over 450 farmers actively participated in the
programme in which the problems faced by the farmers
were thoroughly discussed and remedial measures were
suggested by the experts from CTCRI, Kerala Agricultural
University, CPCRI and officials from Vegetable and Fruit
Promotion Council, Keralam and State Horticultural
Mission.

“World Coconut Day” was celebrated on 2-9-2010 and in
the forenoon, a Scientist-Farmer interface was organised
on “Coconut Production Technology” which was chaired
by Dr. C.P. Radhakrishnan Nair, former Head, CPCRI,
Regional Station, Kayamkulam The valedictory function
in the evening was inaugurated by Shri KC Venugopal,
Member of Parliament, Alappuzha and presided over by
Adv. B. Babu Prasad, MLA, Haripad and the Hon’ble MP
appreciated the role of KVK in dissemination of latest
technologies to the farming communities.

The highlight of the third days programme was the
technical session and interface on “Opportunities in
Animal husbandry and Fisheries sectors and integrated
farming system”. Dr. D. Shine Kumar, Public Relation
Officer, Department of Animal Husbandry Dr. Lekha,
Senior Veterinary Surgeon, Shri Koshy K. Alex, Dairy
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Extension Officer, Kayamkulam Shri Anirudhan, Assistant

Director of Fisheries, Alappuzha and Shri Rajesh, Deputy

Director, INDOCERT, Aluva participated in the discussions.

On the fourth and final day of Kalpakam 2010 on 4-9-2010,

technical session on “Agricultural Entrepreneurship -

Prospects and Possibilities” was conducted. Er. K.

Madhavan, Principal Scientist, CPCRI, Kasaragod, Shri

Sivaprasad, Deputy Director, District Industries Centre,

Alappuzha, Shri V. Mohanan, AGM, NABARD, and Shri

R.V. Krishnamoorthy, Chief Manager, SBT, Kayamkulam

participated.

The valedictory function of KALPAKAM 2010 was

inaugurated by Dr. KG Padma Kumar, Associate Director

of Research, RARS, (KAU), Kumarakom. In his address,

he highlighted farming as the noble profession and the

current emphasis given on agriculture in Kerala as rather

inadequate. Dr PM Jacob, Head presented the deliberations

of KALPAKAM-2010 in a nutshell and thanked the

delegates for their magnanimous support. An exhibition was

also arranged with sixteen stalls put up by various ICAR

institutions, Government   and other agencies as part of the

programme.

A view of the exhibition stalls

A view of the coconut nursery at Kasaragod

CPCRI nurseries accredited with four star grade

The National Horticulture Board (NHB) has accredited

CPCRI nurseries with four star rating in a five star scale

valid for the next two years. This is for the first time

that such an accreditation is given to the coconut,

arecanut and cocoa nurseries for quality planting material

production in the country. Nurseries at CPCRI

Headquarters in Kasaragod and Regional Station at Vittal

and Research Centre at Kidu have together obtained this

recognition. Coconut hybrids as well as high yielding

varieties are produced regularly at CPCRI Kasaragod.

The nurseries at Vittal and Kidu are producing planting

materials including hybrids of arecanut and cocoa.

A team of experts from NHB comprising Dr. Jagmohan

Singh, Formerly Vice-Chancellor as Chairman, Shri P.K.

Singh, Area Officer, NHB (South Zone), Bangalore, Dr.

M.P. Giridharan, Associate Prof. (Hort.) Kerala

Agricultural University, Shri  Thirumaleshwara Bhat,

Deputy Director of Agriculture, Govt. of Kerala,

Kasaragod and Senior Assistant Director, NHB,

Bangalore as members had visited the centres during

18th and 19th May 2010. They had inspected various

critical needs for quality seedling production in these

crops. Availability of mother palms for seed production,

their origin and quality, procedure followed in

production of planting material including hybridization

technique, infrastructural facilities like laboratory and

storage facilities; greenhouse and polyhouse facilities,

maintenance standards of the nurseries including the

management practices adopted, record keeping of the

mother palms and nurseries etc. were  critically examined

for valuation. Dr. George V. Thomas, Director, CPCRI,

Dr. R.V. Nair, Head, Division of Crop Improvement,

scientists under the Crop Improvement Division and staff

of farm section have appraised the team about the seed

production activities.

CPCRI has produced 1,26,069 coconut seed nuts which

include 27,403 hybrid seed nuts, 2,62,100 arecanut seed

nuts and 2 lakhs cocoa grafts during 2009-2010.
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Development of inbred lines in coconut for hybrid seed
production

CPCRI has entered into an MOU (Memorandum of
Understanding) with Kerala Agricultural University for
utilization of S2 generation palms of West Coast Tall being
maintained at the Regional Agricultural Research Station,
Pilicode., These S2 generation WCT palms are currently
being utilized for development of inbred line for hybrid
seed production. Crossing programme has been initiated
under this programme for the production of S3 generation
progenies. Besides, three dwarf varieties were also crossed
with WCT S2 generation palms for the production of D x T
hybrids for evaluation.

First record of Asian grey weevil, Myllocerus undatus
Marshall on coconut

The occurrence of Asian grey weevil, Myllocerus undatus
(Curculionidae : Coleoptera) damaging coconut (Cocos
nucifera L.) seedlings is reported for the first time from
Kerala, India. Mild to moderate level of infestation with
typical notching-like symptom along the leaf margins is

noticed on majority of the coconut seedlings (Plate Ash
weevil). M. undatus has not been reported as a destructive
pest on any of the crops from India and is considered to be
a pest of quarantine significance. Adult weevil has a dull,
greyish-white silvery pubescence covering on the ventral
and lateral side of the body with yellowish scales on the
dorsum and head region.

Asian grey weevil causing leaf damage in coconut seedlings

P U B L I C A T I O N SP U B L I C A T I O N S

Research Article

Acharya, G.C., Nath, A., Ray, A.K.,  Niral, V. and
Chakrabarty, R. (2010). Underutilized species of
Assam: Documentation for conservation and
nutritional security. Environment and Ecology, 28
(2A): 1122-1126.

Chandrika Mohan, Radhakrishnan Nair, C.P., Kesavan
Nampoothiri, C. and Rajan, P. 2010. Leaf-eating
caterpillar (Opisina arenosella)-induced yield loss
in coconut palm.  International Journal of Tropical
Insect Science 30:132-137.

Shannon B. Olsson,�Subaharan Kesevan, Astrid T. Groot,
Teun Dekker, David G. Heckel, Bill S. Hansson.
2010.�Ostrinia�revisited: Evidence for sex linkage
in European Corn Borer�Ostrinia nubilalis�(Hubner)
pheromone reception.��BMC Evolutionary
Biology,�10: 285.

Popular Article

Sit Aun Kumar; Acharya, G. C., Rizal, S. K. and Ghosh,
Avrajyoti. 2010. Processing of Arecanut in Sub
Himalayan Terai region of West Bengal- a case study.
Indian J. Arecanut, Spices and Medicinal Plants.
12(1); 7-10.

Rizal, S. K. 2010. Paschim Bangal ka terai chhetra- supari
se bikas ya bibidhata. Indian J. Arecanut, Spices and
Medicinal Plants. 12(1); 23-27 (In Hindi).

Anithakumari, P. and Chandrika Mohan 2010. Green
fungus against black beetle. Kerala Karshakan 56
(1): 20-23 (In Malayalam).

Book chapter

In a Nutshell (Essays on coconut) (ed.) Ananda Bose,
C.V., Coconut Development Board, Kera Bhavan,
Kochi, India:

Chandrika Mohan, Rajan, P. and Josephrajkumar, A. 2010.
Strategies to manage black headed caterpillar
infestation in coconut. p 185-190.

Josephrajkumar, A., Rajan, P. and Chandrika Mohan. 2010.
Scale insects, mealybugs and whiteflies of coconut
palm and their management. p 199-206.

Krishnmakumar, V. 2010. Restructuring Coconut Based
Homestead Farms for Sustained  Productivity. p 99-
105.

Nair, C.P.R., Rajan, P., Chandrika Mohan and
Josephrajkumar, A. 2010. Rhinoceros beetle and Red
palm weevil-two major pests of coconut palm in
India. p 178-184.
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Rajan, P. Chandrika Mohan and Josephrajkumar, A. 2010.
Coconut eriophyid mite, Aceria guerreronis Keifer. p
191-198.

Thomas, R.J., Jacob, P.M and Nair, R.V. 2010. Kalpa
Sankara, a coconut hybrid (CGD X WCT) suitable
for the root (wilt) disease prevalent tract of Kerala.
p 112-116.

Book

Jose, C. T., Muralidharan, K., Jayasekhar, S. and Jaganathan,

D. 2010. Proceedings of the National Seminar on
Statistical Methods for Perennial Crops – Current
Issues and Strategies, October 30-31, 2009. CPCRI
Regional Station, Vittal, Karnataka, 105 p.

Technical Bulletin

Central Plantation Crops Research Institute,
Regional Station, Kayamkulam (in Malayalam),
2010.

Dr. N. Ravikumar, Sr. Scientist (Computer Application)
received Jawaharlal Nehru Award for Best Ph.D. thesis from
ICAR during the Annual Award giving Ceremony at the
NAS Complex New Delhi on 16-7-2010.

Shri Sharad Pawar conferring the award to
Dr. N. Ravikumar

A W A R D SA W A R D S

H U M A N  R E S O U R C E S  D E V E L O P M E N TH U M A N  R E S O U R C E S  D E V E L O P M E N T

Deputation Abroad

Name of personnel Programme Place and duration

Dr. B. Augustine Jerard NAIP sponsored training in the international NIAB, Cambridge,
Senior Scientist programme on Plant Variety Protection and United Kingdom
(Horticulture) DUS Testing 28-06-2010 to 09-07-2010
Dr. S. Jayasekhar, Attended the IIFET 2010 Conference Montpellier, France
Scientist (Senior Scale), 12-07-2010 to 17-07-2010
Agricultural Economics
Dr. Manimekalai R., NAIP sponsored International Training on Norwich Res. Park, UK
Sr. Scientist (Biotech.) Bioinformatics in the Department of Disease 2-6-2010 to 31-8-2010

Training

Name of personnel Title of training course Place and duration

Dr. D. Jaganathan Technology Forecasting Methodologies IASRI, New Delhi
13-07-2010 to 17-07-2010

Shri Sandip Shil SAS: A comprehensive Overview ICAR Res. Complex for
NEH Region
23-9-2010 to 29-9-2010

Dr. Ravi Bhat Communication and Presentation Skills Xavier Inst. Management
for Scientists Bhubaneshwar

06-09-2010 to 11-09-2010
Mrs. Lekha G. SMS Mushroom cultivation techniques DMR, Solan, H.P.

20-08-2010 to 26-08-2010
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KASARAGOD

Dr. C. Thamban, Sr. Scientist participated in the ‘ATICs
Interface 2010’ held on 03-07-2010 at NAS Complex, New
Delhi organised by the Division of Agricultural Extension,
ICAR.

Extension activities

ICAR Foundation Day

The valedictory function of ICAR Foundation Day was
celebrated on 21-07-2010 at CPCRI, Kasaragod. A training
programme on “Multiple cropping in coconut garden” and
a quiz competition were organised for farmers in connection
with the ICAR Foundation Day celebrations. Dr. M.
Govindan, Associate Dean, College of Agriculture,
Padannakkad was the chief guest.

World Coconut Day

World Coconut Day was celebrated at Central Plantation
Crops Research Institute, Kasaragod  on 2-9-2010.  Shri P.
Prakash IPS, District Supdt. of Police, Kasaragod was the
chief guest for the valedictory function.  The prizes for the
best coconut clusters under the National Agricultural
Innovation Project being implemented by CPCRI in
Kasaragod district was distributed by the chief guest.  The
coconut clusters at Madikkai, Bedadka and West Eleri
bagged the first, second and third prizes respectively. Shri
P.A. Ashraf Ali, Chairman Development Standing
Committee, Kasaragod District Panchayat distributed the
prizes to the winners of painting competition conducted
for the Kendriya Vidyalaya students. Dr. George V. Thomas,
Director, CPCRI, Kasaragod presided over the function.

TRANSFER OF TECHNOLOGYTRANSFER OF TECHNOLOGY

Rainwater harvesting structures inaugurated

Shri Anand Singh IAS, District Collector, Kasaragod,
inaugurated the rain water harvesting storage tank of
2,00,000 l capacity constructed in the coconut garden of
Shri K. Hariprakash at Bela in Badiadka Grama Panchayat
of Kasaragod District under the Farmer Participatory
Action Research Programme (FPARP) on 10-08-2010. A
roof water harvesting tank of 20,000 l. capacity constructed
in the plot of Shri Sanjeeva, and a recharging well unit
constructed in the plot of Shri Ayithappa at Meeyapadavu
under the FPARP project were inaugurated by Dr. George
V. Thomas, Director CPCRI and Shri V. Kunhambu,
Regional Director, CGWB.

Awareness-cum–Training programme on ‘Soil and
water conservation and water harvesting in coconut
gardens’

An Awareness-cum –Training programme for farmers on
‘Soil and water conservation and water harvesting in
coconut gardens’ was conducted under the Farmer
Participatory Action Research Programme (FPARP) at
Meeyapadavu, Meenja Grama Panchayat of Kasaragod
District on 10-08-2010. Dr. George V. Thomas, Director,
Central Plantation Crops Research Institute inaugurated
the programme. Dr. C. Thamban, Sr. Scientist, CPCRI and
Principal Investigator explained the objectives and
activities of Farmer Participatory Action Research
Programme (FPARP). Dr. Ravi Bhat, Principal Scientist,
CPCRI Regional Station and Dr. A. C. Mathew, Sr.
Scientist handled the sessions on soil and water
conservation and  water harvesting. Shri V. Kunhambu,

Shri P. Prakash, IPS inaugurating coconut day valedictory

function at CPCRI, Kasaragod

Dr. M. Govindan inaugurating the ICAR Foundation Day

programme
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Regional Director, Central Ground Water Board (CGWB),
Kerala Region, Thiruvananthapuram, offered felicitations
and distributed certificates to the farmers. Dr. K.
Muralidharan, Head, Division of Social Sciences, CPCRI,
welcomed the gathering and Dr. D.C. Chowta, ATMA
District Governing Committee member, Kasaragod District
proposed the vote of thanks.

Shri V. Kunhambu, Regional Director CGWB inaugurating

recharge well unit at Meenja

Workshop on ‘Co-operate to be Competitive’

A workshop on the theme ‘Co-operate to be Competitive’
was conducted at CPCRI, Kasaragod on 02-09-2010 in
connection with the Coconut Day celebration in which 80
farmers representing eight CBOs of NAIP attended. Farmer
representatives for each Community Based Organisation
(CBO) under NAIP made presentations on technological
interventions implemented under NAIP in farmers’ gardens,
impact of interventions and action plan for the sustenance
of activities. The performance of CBOs under NAIP was
evaluated on a participatory mode based on the
achievements and impact of interventions including
improvement in yield of coconut, productivity of inter crops
and contribution to food and nutritional security, extent of
participation of farmers in the implementation of
interventions, extent of farmer–to-farmer extension
activities for disseminating farm innovations, extent of co-
operation among farmers for implementing interventions,
effectiveness of leadership of CBOs, quality of
maintenance of farm implements made available under
NAIP to the CBOs, efforts made by the CBO for
implementing innovative technologies, systematic
maintenance of registers and documents by the CBO  etc.
The coconut clusters at Madikkai, Bedadka and West Eleri
bagged the first, second and third prizes respectively.

Participation in extension programmes

Dr. C. Thamban, Sr. Scientist participated in programmes
such as agricultural seminar held at Attenganam on 31-07-
2010 organised by Kodom-Belur grama panchayat and
presented topic on decentralised planning and sustainable
agricultural development; he had presented a topic on
‘Enhancing income from coconut based farming systems’
in the agricultural seminar at Ajanur on 17-08-2010, at Periya
on 17-08-2010 and at Palakkunnu on 03-09-2010.

ATIC activities

A total of 851 visitors including farmers, extension personnel
and students availed ATIC facilities during the quarter, July-
September 2010. Technology inputs and products including
planting materials, farm products, farm literature and CD
ROMs worth Rs 2,25,164/- were sold through ATIC.

Radio programmes

Dr. K. Muralidharan, Head, Division of Social Sciences
presented a radio talk on ‘Preparation and marketing of
coconut chips’ which was broadcast on 01-09-2010.

Dr. C. Thamban, Sr. Scientist and Dr. P. Subramanian, Sr.
Scientist, presented a radio discussion programme on
‘Intercropping fodder grass in coconut garden as part of
coconut based mixed farming’, which was broadcast by All
India Radio, Kannur on 05-09-2010.

The following success stories of farmers under NAIP project
were presented through interview which were  broadcast by
All India Radio, Kannur.

  Name of Topic of success story Date
  farmer broadcast

  Shri Krishnan Intercropping of tissue 25-08-2010
  Thannot culture banana in coconut garden

  Shri Ummini A.V. Intercropping of cabbage and 30-08-2010
cauliflower in coconut garden

  Shri Rajan A. Soil and water conservation in 31-08-2010
coconut garden

  Shri Chandrase- Vermicomposting of coconut leaves 05-09-2010
  kharan, Madikkai

Dr. C. Thamban, Sr. Scientist participated in the Phone-in-
programmes which were broadcast by All  India Radio,
Kannur as per the following details.

Topic Date

Button shedding in coconut 17-07-2010

Integrated nutrient management in coconut 12-06-2010
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KAYAMKULAM

Dr. P. Anithakumari,  Sr. Scientist conducted three training
programmes on integrated management of rhinoceros beetle
and red weevil with emphasis on bio control aspects at
Thekkekara, Devikulangara  and  Edava  panchayaths. Mrs.
K. Nihad, Scientist (Horticulture) imparted a training
programme and demonstration class on “Hybridization
techniques on coconut” for 100 farmers in Edava  Panchayat
on 17-08-2010.

Training Programmes

One day trainings on Scientific Management of Coconut
was given to 100 farmers under the exposure visit
programme from Dharmapuri District of Tamil Nadu on
29-07-10 and 30 farmers from Thanjavoor, Tamil Nadu on
01- 09-10.

A batch of 35 trainees along with Coordinator, EDP in Food
Processing, organized by National Institute of Micro, Small
and Medium Enterprises, Hyderabad and coordinated by
Alappuzha unit were oriented to Institute technologies on
25-09-10.

Diagnostic field visit to Yeroor Estate (Oil Palm India
Ltd.), Bharatipuram

Entomology Scientists Shri P. Rajan, Principal Scientist
and Dr A. Joseph Rajkumar, Senior Scientist made a
diagnostic field visit to Yeroor Estate (Oil Palm India
Limited), Bharatipuram and found extensive damage by
rhinoceros beetles and rats in oil palm seedlings. Nearly
10-15% of freshly planted seedlings were found damaged
by the rhinoceros beetle. Integrated management
techniques with emphasis on biocontrol strategies were
suggested by the team for the management of rhinoceros
beetle and rat damage in oil palm seedlings.

VITTAL

Training programmes

A training on cocoa production technology sponsored by
Directorate of Cashewnut and Cocoa Development

(DCCD), Cochin was organized at Vittal for 50 Karnataka
farmers during 27- 28 August, 2010. Farmers from
Dakshina Kannada and Uttara Kannda had attended the
training.  Another training was also conducted for 47 Tamil
Nadu farmers during 23- 24 September, 2010. Farmers
from Coimbatore, Erode, Tirupur, Salem, Namakkal,
Dharmapuri, Krishnagiri, Trichy, Thanjavur, Dindigul and
Nagapattinam had attended the training.

MOHITNAGAR

Dr. Arun Kumar Sit, Senior Scientist (Hort.) has delivered
a lecture on “ Scientific cultivation of Coconut and Spices
at Panchayet Samiti Hall, Oodlabari, Malbazar, Jalpaiguri.

Dr. Arun Kumar Sit, Senior Scientist (Hort) participated
in the recording “Technologies on nutrient and disease
management of arecanut, coconut and black pepper” by
ETV for their ANNADATA programme telecasted  on 17th,
19th, 21st and 22nd August, 2010. He has also participated
in the Live programme on “Cultivation of different spices
in North Bengal region” of Doordarsan Kendra, Jalpaiguri
for their  Kisan Channel on 22-07-10 and “Crop
diversification in plantation garden for North Bengal
region” at AIR, Siliguri on 01-07-10.

KAHIKUCHI

Two on-campus training programmes on 4th and 25th August
and three off-campus training programmes on 13th July,
30th August and 25th September were organized for
benefitting 270 farmers, farm women and rural un-em e
period from July to September 2010 with the participation
of 521 trainees.   Training was imparted to practicing
farmers/farm women, women self help groups, rural youth
and extension functionaries on various topics like crop
production, plant protection, post harvest processing,
agricultural engineering, horticultural  crops and allied
enterprises.

Category of participants                        On-campus      Off-campus
No. of Male Female Total No. of Male Female Total
courses courses

Practicing farmers/ 12 98 85 183 05 115 28 143
farm women/SHGs

Rural youth 06 13 110 123 02 07 25 32

Extension functionaries 01 08 05 13 01 14 13 27

Total 19 119 200 319 08 136 66 202
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Front-line Demonstrations

The ongoing frontline demonstrations conducted by
KVK include:

➡ Coconut based farming system in Madhur and
MogralPuthur villages (4 ha/ 10 farmers)

➡ Farmer participatory management of bud rot disease in
coconut in 15 homesteads  in  Bela village

➡ Coconut based farming system under sandy soil
condition in Manjeswar (2 ha/20 farmers)

➡ Arecanut based mixed farming system in Badiadka
village (2 ha/10 farmers)

➡ Micro nutrient management in banana using IIHR
Banana special (2ha/30 farmers) in Madikai village

➡ Pepper production through bush pepper in 10
households in Vidyanagar and

➡ Management of fruit flies in mango using Methyl
Eugenol traps conducted in 100 households of Mogral
Puthur, Madhur and Muliyar Panchayaths resulting in
a reduction in the pest incidence varying from 9% to
50%.

On-Farm Testing of Technologies

The technologies being tested in farmers fields under On
Farm Testing (OFT) are (i)  Integrated management of stem
bleeding disease in coconut in 5  farmers’ fields at Udma
and Panayal villages, (ii) Control of foot rot disease of
black pepper using bio-control agents  in five farmers’
fields at Bela, Neerchal and Badiadka  villages (iii)
Management of pseudo-stem weevil in banana. in 10
farmers’ fields in Badiadka village (iv) Assessment of
grafted pepper against foot rot disease of black  pepper in
arecanut garden in 5 farmers fields at Neerchal village (v)
High density planting of banana in 10 farmers fields at
Badiadka village and (vi) Performance of different models
of coconut climbing devices at Badiadka and Kuttikol
villages.

Women’s Cell Activities

The Women’s Cell of KVK organised a total of 6 training
programmes on  topics like Fruit preservation, Food
processing, Fabric painting, Paper bag making and Soap
making, imparting training to a total of 155 women
participants.

Extension Services

KVK, Kasaragod carried out  a total of 339 extension

activities  comprising of film shows/video CD, advisory /
helpline services, agricultural seminars, farmers visit to
KVK, diagnostic visits, distribution of extension literature,
method demonstration, exposure visit, farmers’ group
meeting, farmers’ day celebration, ex-trainees’ sammelan,
radio talks etc. through which the farmers were appraised
of modern production technologies of various crops and
enterprises.

Seedlings of high yielding varieties of coconut released
from CPCRI (Kalpadhenu, Kalpaprathibha, MOD and
Benaulim) were distributed to the farmers of Bela,
Manjeshwar and Muliyar villages.

Scientific Advisory Committee Meeting

The 15th Scientific Advisory Committee Meeting of this
KVK was held on 28.07.2010, under the chairmanship of
Dr. George V. Thomas, Director, CPCRI, Kasaragod.  The
chairman in his address highlighted the need for co-
ordinated efforts towards further improving the functioning
of KVK ultimately leading to the betterment of the farming
community of the district.  The Programme Coordinator,
Dr. T.S. Manojkumar presented the action taken report and
an overview of major activities of KVK, followed by the
presentation of salient achievements under FLD and OFT
by Subject Matter Specialists. Dr. B.T.Rayudu, Senior
Scientist, Zonal Project Directorate, Bangalore and other
members of SAC offered valuable suggestions for further
strengthening of KVK activities. The SAC was
reconstituted with Shri K. Divakaran Nambiar, Shri Joji
Abraham, Smt. Khadeeja Mohammad and Smt. Lakshmi
Bhat as the farmer representatives.

Karshaka Swanika

Farmers Day was celebrated on Chingam 1st (17-08-2010)
by organizing a novel programme, Karshaka Swanika to
promote farmer-farmer interaction by inviting eminent and
progressive farmers to share their farming experiences with
fellow farmers. The programme was inaugurated by Dr.
R.V. Nair, Head, Crop Improvement Division and presided
by Dr. K. Muralidharan, Head, Social Sciences Division.
Progressive farmers, Shri Divakaran Nambiar (Parappa),
Shri Thankaraj (Kanhangad),  Shri K.V. Raghavan
(Thrikkaripur) and Shri. Kunhikrishnan Nair
(Arattukadavu) shared their experiences in the fields of
dairy farming, mushroom cultivation, medicinal paddy
cultivation and quail farming respectively.
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Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Alleppey

Scietific Advisory Committee( SAC) meeting

The 9th SAC Meeting of KVK was conducted on 09-07-
2010. Dr. George V. Thomas, Director, CPCRI presided
over the meeting. Dr. C. V. Sairam, Principal Scientist,
Zonal Project Directorate, Bangalore, Dr. P. M. Jacob, Head
CPCRI, RS Kayamkulam, Programme Coordinators of
KVKs of Trivandrum, Kollam, Kottayam and Ernakulam
Districts, Heads of various line departments and progressive
farmers  attended the meeting. Training notes on oyster
mushroom cultivation and mushroom products, Fruit and
vegetable preservation and KVK Newsletter for the quarter
Jan- March 2010 were released on the occasion.

Training programmes

Conducted a total of 29 trainings during this quarter; 12 on
campus, 11off campus, 5 sponsored and 1 vocational
programme. A total of 707 participants attended the
programmes (271 male and 436 female).

External funded programmes

Entrepreneurship development training programme of 6
months duration on ‘Knowledge and skill up gradation
training for gardeners for employability in horticultural
farm / units’ funded by State Horticultural Mission was
completed on 9th September 2010.

Seminars

During the quarter the subject matter specialists of KVK
attended 4 seminars as resource persons in which a total of
216 farmers participated.

‘Harithavruthantham’- Technical SMS service to
stakeholders of KVK

KVK continued the SMS service to ensure farmers linkage
by sending messages through mobile phones covering aspects
like technology tips, important agriculture operations and
training announcements to progressive farmers, line
department and extension officials.

Other Extension activities

During this period the Krishi Vigyan Kendra organized
various extension activities as detailed below:

Helpline Services : 260 nos
Field Visits : 18 nos
Farmers visit to KVK : 1500 nos
Agroclonic services : 49 nos
FFS : 1no.
Diagnostic and scientific visits : 12 nos
Exhibition : 1 no

Radio talks/TV programme

Dr. P. Muralidharan, Programme Coordinator, KVK–
Alleppey, participated in the question-answer session in
‘Karshakavedi’ in Vayalum Veedum programme
broadcasted on 26-09-10 by AIR, Trivandrum.

Farmers day (Chingam 1) celebration

Subject Matter Specialists of KVK-Alleppey participated
as resource persons in the seminars organized by different
Krishi Bhavans in Alleppey district in connection with the
‘Farmers day (Chingam 1)’celebration and delivered
lectures of crop production technologies.

Name of personnel and Designation Name of the Programme Place & duration

Dr. George V. Thomas, Director Brainstorming session on DOR, Hyderabad
“Strategies for increasing production 7-8-2010 to 8-8-2010
of oilseeds/ vegetable oils”

Dr. George V. Thomas, Director and Nutrient Dynamics in Horticultural Crops NRC Citrus, Nagpur
Dr. Ravi Bhat,  Principal Scientist 27-09-2010 to 28-09-2010

Dr. D. Jaganathan, Scientist Annual review meeting of National ANGRAU, Hyderabad
Horticulture Mission programme 4 -5 August, 2010
implemented by Directorate of Arecanut
and Spices Development, Calicut.

S E M I N A R S / S Y M P O S I A / C O N F E R E N C E S / W O R K S H O P S  A T T E N D E DS E M I N A R S / S Y M P O S I A / C O N F E R E N C E S / W O R K S H O P S  A T T E N D E D
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D I S T I N G U I S H E D  V I S I T O R SD I S T I N G U I S H E D  V I S I T O R S

Sri Lankan delegation visits CPCRI

A four member team from Coconut Research Institute,
Sri Lanka headed by Prof. Gunasena (Chairman, Coconut
Research Institute) visited CPCRI, Kasaragod and
Regional Station, Kayamkulam during 18-8-2010 to
20-8-2010 and acquainted with the recent achievements
in the tissue culture and molecular studies in coconut and
breeding for resistance to coconut root (wilt) disease. The
team visited the ‘disease hotspots’ in Alappuzha and
Pathanamthitta districts to get first hand information about
the disease and the performance of the Chowghat Green
Dwarf and West Coast Tall varieties in farmer’s plots. The

team also held discussions with Dr. George V. Thomas,
Director,  Dr. R. V. Nair, Head, Division of Crop
Improvement, Dr. P. M. Jacob, Head, CPCRI, Regional
Station, Kayamkulam and the Scientists’ involved in the
resistance breeding  programme.

Visit of other dignatories to CPCRI, RC, Kahikuchi

Prof. M.M. Anwar, Director NRC (Seed Spices) on
27th July 2010

Prof. D.P. Ray, Vice-chancellor, Orissa University of
Agriculture and Technology, Bhubaneswar on 17th August
2010.

C E L E B R A T I O N SC E L E B R A T I O N S

KASARAGOD

Independence Day

Independence Day was celebrated at CPCRI headquarters,
Regional Stations and Research Centres with traditional
gaity.

Town Official Language Implementation Committee
meeting

Conducted 17th Half Yearly meeting 29th July 2009 under
the chairmanship of Dr. George V. Thomas, Director, CPCRI
and Chairman, TOLIC , Kasaragod.  Dr. V. Balakrishnan,
Dy. Director Implementation, Dept. of Official Language
Conducted the meeting.  Smt. Sreelatha, Hindi Translator
& Secretary TOLIC presented the half yearly report.

Hindi  Chethana Maas Celebration

To commemorate the Golden day of Indian History, Hindi
Chetana Maas was inaugurated on 14th Sept. 2009. Dr. George
V. Thomas, Director chaired the inaugural function and the
officers and staff took Official Language oath to do maximum
official work in Hindi.  Dr. V. Gangadharan, Principal & Head
(Hindi Dept.), Nehru Arts & Science College, Kanhangad
inaugurated the celebration and gave a speech on the
importance of Hindi as national language, official language
and link language.

KAYAMKULAM

ICAR Foundation Day celebration

ICAR Foundation Day was celebrated at the Regional
Station on July 16, 2010 by organizing a quiz contest for
school students and a special lecture during the valedictory

function. The quiz contest with the theme on Conservation
of Biodiversity was conducted in which teams from twenty-
three Schools participated. A general function was also
organized in which Dr. A.R.R. Menon, Sr. Scientist, Kerala
Forest Research Institute, Peechi was the chief guest.

Parthenium Awareness Programme

Parthenium Awareness Week was celebrated during 7-13
August, 2010 at the Regional Station, Kayamkulam on
13-08-2010. In his opening remarks, Dr PM Jacob, Head
highlighted the importance of the invasive weed,
Parthenium hysterophorus and the need for its suppression.
Dr A. Joseph Rajkumar, Senior Scientist (Entomology)
made a presentation on the origin, distribution and its
bio-suppression using Mexican chrysomelid beetle,
Zygogramma bicolorata.

VITTAL

ICAR Foundation Day

ICAR Foundation Day was celebrated on 16-7-2009 at CPCRI
Regional Station, Vittal. The Chief Guest Shri A.G. Pai,
Executive Director & Chief Operating Officer, MSEZ Ltd.,
Mangalore delivered a lecture on the theme ‘climate change’.

Hindi Fortnight

Hindi Fortnight was celebrated  from 14 th to 28th September
2010 at CPCRI Regional Station, Vittal in association with
TOLIC.  The inaugural function was held at the Directorate
of Cashew, Puttur on 14-9-2009.  Valedictory function was
held at CPCRI Vittal on 28-9-2010.  Smt. Asha Savithri,
Hindi Teacher, Vivekananda College was the Chief Guest.



Published by: Dr. George V. Thomas, Director
Compiled and edited by: Mr. H. Muralikrishna, Mr. John George and Dr. B. Augustine Jerard

Photographic credits: Mr. K. Shyama Prasad and Mr. E.R. Asokan
Central Plantation Crops Research Institute, Kudlu P.O., Kasaragod, Kerala – 671 124
Phone: 04994 232893, 232894, 232895, 233090, 232333 (Director); Fax: 04994 232322

e-mail: cpcri@nic.in, cpcri@yahoo.com; website: www.cpcri.gov.in
Printed at: Codeword Process & Printers, Yeyyadi, Mangalore - 575 008 Phone: 09900100818

P E R S O N A L I AP E R S O N A L I A

Dr. K.V. Nagaraj, Acting Director, NRCC Puttur presided
over the function.

MOHITNAGAR

Hindi Fortnight was celebrated from 14-29 September, 2010.
Two experts from Jalpaiguri Hindi High School were invited

to improve the Hindi knowledge of the staff members. Different
competitions were also organized for the staff members on 28-
09-10. The valedictory function was held on 29th September in
the Presence of Shri Dayasankar Lal, Chief Manager and Shri
Chandan Rajak, Asst. Manager, SBI, Jalpaiguri.

APPOINTMENT
Name of the staff Designation Place w.e.f.
Smt. Shoba S. T-6 SMS (Agri. Engg.) KVK, CPCRI, Kasaragod 06-08-2010
Kum. Remya T.R. LDC CPCRI, Kasaragod 30-07-2010
Shri. Sandeep K.R. Electrician (T1) CPCRI, RS, Kayamkulam 02-08-2010
Shri Sunil S. T-1 Electrician CPCRI, Kasaragod 18-08-2010
Mrs. Priya Buddi Scientist (Plant Pathology) CPCRI, Kasaragod 28-08-2010
Shri Jagadeesh Patil Scientist (Agri. Nematology) CPCRI, Kasaragod 28-08-2010
Dr. Sarath Babu Scientist (Plant Pathology) CPCRI, RS, Vittal 20-09-2010
Shri. Jithin T.V.S. T3 Farm Assistant CPCRI, RS, Kayamkulam 17-09-2010
Shri Kiran Pandurang Bhagat Scientist (Plant Physiology) CPCRI, Kasaragod 18-09-2010
Shri B.S. Harisha T-3 Farm Assistant CPCRI, Kasaragod 20-09-2010
Dr. K. Balachandra Hebbar Head, Division of Physiology, CPCRI, Kasaragod 30-09-2010

Biochemistry and Post Harvest Technology

PROMOTION
Name of the staff From (Designaon) To (Designation) w.e.f.
Shri V. Radhakrishnan SSS, CPCRI Kasaragod T-1 JTA, CPCRI, RS, Vittal 03-07-2010
Shri Mohammed Haneefa P.K. Skilled Support Staff, CPCRI, Kasaragod LDC, CPCRI, RC, Kidu 03-07-2010
Shri N. Udayakumar Skilled Support Staff, CPCRI, Kasaragod LDC, CPCRI, RC, Kidu 03-07-2010
P.K. Shai Asst. , CPCRI, RS, Kayamkulam Asst. Admin. Officer,

CPCRI Kasaragod 15-09-2010
Smt. M. Padmini Asst., CPCRI, Kasaragod Asst. Admin. Officer, 30-09-2010

CPCRI, Kasaragod
Smt. Vijaya Dileep PA, CPCRI, RS, Kayamkulam PS, CPCRI, RS, Kayamkulam 30-09-2010
Smt. Arunakumari UDC, CPCRI, RS, Vittal Asst., CPCRI, RS, Vittal 30-09-2010
Smt. K.S. Vishalakshi UDC, CPCRI, Kasaragod Asst., CPCRI, Kasaragod 30-09-2010
Shri K. Haridas UDC, CPCRI, RS, Kayamkulam Asst. CPCRI, RS, Kayamkulam 30-09-2010
Shri K. Venugopal UDC, CPCRI, RS, Kayamkulam Asst., CPCRI, RS, Kayamkulam 30-09-2010

TRANSFER
Name of the staff / Designation From (Place) To (Place) w.e.f.

Shri K. Devadas CPCRI Kasaragod CPCRI, RC, Kidu 01-07-2010
T-5 Technical Officer
Shri K.J. Sebastian T- 1 JTA CPCRI, RS, Vittal CPCRI Kasaragod 03-07-2010
Shri Mohd. Basheer B.M. CPCRI RC, Kidu CPCRI, Kasaragod 12-07-2010
T 7-8 Technical Officer
Shri T. Manikandan Nair SSS, CPCRI, RS, Kayamkulam CTCRI, Thiruvananthapuram 31-07-2010

RETIREMENT
Name of the staff Designation From (Place) On account of

superannuation on date
Shri. C.K. Unnichekkan Driver (T3) CPCRI, RS, Kayamkulam 31-07-2010
Shri D. Devarajan, SSS CPCRI, Kasaragod 31-07-2010
Shri K. Sheena Asst.Admn.Officer CPCRI, RS, Vittal 31-08-2010
Smt. Poovamma SSS CPCRI, RC, Kidu 31-08-2010
Smt. K. Sarasu SSS CPCRI, Kasaragod 30-09-2010
B. Bhaskaran SSS CPCRI, Kasaragod 30-09-2010
Smt. Janaki Nelligudde SSS CPCRI, RS, Vittal 30-09-2010


